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May 5 2022 — “What YOU Can Do in 22” 

Much of Christianity seems to be comforted by conformity.  It follows a typical pattern—much like 

Judaism in the first century.  The “authorities” decide what to believe, what to do and what not to 

do—and the rest are expected to conform.  There is usually some unpleasant talk about those who 

do not conform—and sometimes some unpleasant action as well. 
 

The Catholic Church has an ancient history of “excommunicating” those who fail to comply.  Short of 

that extreme reaction, they may just “ban” you from the communion table.  The tradition among the 

Amish was to “shun” the offenders.  Ancient Judaism would go so far as to stone the designated 

“sinner”.  Today, it’s much more likely to simply call the offenders some choice names (like 

”offender” for example).  That’s likely what we do. It’s funny how so many don’t seem to recognize 

that how they treat the “offenders” says more about them than it does the offenders. 
 

Society has followed suit.  It’s as if religion gave us all permission to be judgmental and sometimes 

punitive.  I don’t think that’s the example Jesus asked us to follow, but humanity has issues. 
 

On Easter and the two Sundays that followed, we read the gospel descriptions of how that day 

began.  Each version tells it differently.  Read Mark, then Luke, then Matthew.  Who is at the tomb?  

Is the stone rolled away while they are there or was it already moved?  Are the soldiers there?  How 

many divine characters are there to reveal the truth? 
 

There’s a tendency among some Christians to quickly find some way to explain the differences—or 

rather to devise a scenario where all of them are true just told in some sequence.  If the early 

Christian “authorities” had wanted conformity in the gospels, they would have adjusted the language.  

Instead, they left us to live with the disparity and discover what can be found in the diversity. 
 

Maybe that’s still our task.  Rather than expect people to conform to some comfortable but false 

facsimile of a believer—perhaps we are called to accept the genuine articles and discover what we 

can learn in the diversity of human thought and behavior.  We are not the judges—we are the 

learners—gathered in a laboratory setting we call “church” -  

where we learn how to love one another. 



Perspective 

“News” reports indicate that Chris Rock’s Mom says that when Will Smith 

slapped her son, he slapped us all. 

I’m not going to argue with a mom being protective.   BUT... 

Do you know the story?  The entertainment media treated it like it was 

important—because social media treated it like it was important. 
 

Stand-up comic Chris Rock was hosting the Oscars (maybe that’s nuff said) 

He made a remark… it was a “joke”… about the fact that Jada Pinkett Smith’s (Will’s wife) 

new look included a shaved head.  It was something about how she must be starring in a re-make of 

the movie G.I. Jane. (In that film, Demi Moore shaved her head as her character was committed to 

qualifying as a Navy Seal) 
 

Jada looks fine, of course, but she had shaved her head due to an auto-immune disease 

which was publicly disclosed.  And… Rock had “targeted” her in “jokes” in past Oscar events. 

Will Smith paused, pretended to be amused, but then walked up on stage—said something 

rather pointed about the comment—and slapped Rock on the face with an open hand.   

The slap was NOT a “joke” 
 

Mayhem!  Entertainment Crisis!  Violence on TV (what a shock) 

The incident overwhelmed the entertainment world.  Rock did not press charges for the 

assault.  Smith eventually apologized.  The “Academy” suspended Smith for 10 years.  10 years! 
 

The “Academy” represents key players in the Film industry.  It’s an industry that makes 

billions of dollars each year while displaying gratuitous and graphic violence:  Often gruesome, gut-

wrenching, explicit violence. 

“THEY” suspended Smith for his inappropriate violent behavior. Who’s the offender here? 

Well, the slap was inappropriate, of course. Assault is a serious crime. 

 

Some have reflected on Rock’s freedom of speech.  The comedy industry always reminds 

people that it was “just a joke”.  His Mom says the slap was an offense to us all. 

But then let me add—so was the joke. 

 

Meanwhile—in the real world– I am shocked and appalled and broken hearted that “western 

civilization” can still be so violent and heartless as to attack civilians, hospitals, children.  Reports 

indicate that thousands of Ukrainians have died.  Far too many women and children have been 

abused and raped.  The phrase “war crimes” has been used many times in regards to the behavior 

of Russian forces.  And it’s all to satisfy the lust of Vladimir Putin.   
 

That’s not the upsetting part.  Tyrants and madmen are sadly too common in human history.  

But I’m deeply saddened that soldiers—some of them mere boys and some of them professional 

military officers—are willing and complicit in these atrocities.  In my naïve dreams, I had hoped we 

had evolved beyond that.  Humanity’s inhumanity is still the headline.  It’s a slap in all our faces. 

   John 

 



Prayer Concerns  

Please feel free to call the office or email or text if you want someone included on the next 
list. 

 Samantha, Pam, and Deb’s niece, who has been in the hospital for the last three 
months, in Indy has recently been discharged. She is still very weak, has a lot of pain, 
and is still in great need as she continues to recover. 

 Norma Arvin is currently at Oakridge for rehab after a recent fall. She is in room #203. 
 Jeff McCabe’s brother-in-law suddenly passed away.  
 Cindy McCabe’s aunt, Monica S Huffman, who is 95 years old, is in the hospital in 

California.   
 Jackie Breeden’s brother–in-law, Patrick, is having ongoing issues with his vision 

following an accident several months ago.  
 Dennis’s aunt is recovering from a recent blood clot.  
 Cindy McCabe’s Aunt, Jean Bultman, who is 92, is battling cancer and receiving chemo 

treatments.  
 Eddie Gibson’s brother, Leroy is not doing well coping with Parkinson’s. 
 Larry Lagle’s cousin (in mid 30's) is in congestive heart failure, fluid around heart and 

a leaky valve, she has a 20-month-old baby. The Dr's say it is from covid.   
 

 
CWF 

The next CWF meeting is on 

Tuesday, June 7th at 7 p.m. 

 
The next Church Board 
meeting is on Tuesday, 

May 10 at 7 pm 

Ladies Afternoon Tea 
Sunday, August 14 

3 - 5 pm 
 



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2022 Budget Requirement  Averages  
$1677 Weekly  

 

Actual Tithes & Offerings Received 
   

April 24 - $625  
    
  May 1 - $1,026.65 
                           

 We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

The Christian holiday of Pentecost is celebrated on the 
50th day (the seventh Sunday) from Easter Sunday. It 

commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while 
they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, 
as described in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31). 

The holiday is also called "Whit Sunday", "Whitsunday" 
or "Whitsun", especially in the United Kingdom, where 

traditionally the next day, Whit Monday, was also a 
public holiday (since 1971 fixed by statute on the last 
Monday in May). The Monday after Pentecost is a legal 

holiday in many European countries. 

In Eastern Christianity, Pentecost can also refer to the 
entire fifty days of Easter through Pentecost inclusive; 
hence the book containing the liturgical texts is called 

the "Pentecostarion". Since its date depends on 
the date of Easter, Pentecost is a "moveable feast". 

Pentecost is one of the Great feasts in the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, a Solemnity in the Roman Rite of the 
Catholic Church, a Festival in the Lutheran Churches, 

and a Principal Feast in the Anglican Communion. 
Many Christian denominations provide a special liturgy 

for this holy celebration. 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 - Amanda (Christie) Lemmon 

 5 – Cindy McCabe  

 6 - Breana Mattes 

 7 – Stella Kiefer 

 7 – Lili Kielty  

10 - Matthew Christie 

11 - Robert J. Smith 

14 – Marie Woods Ray’s son, Donald’s 

daughter 

18 - Linda Daily  

18 - Maudie Fiscus  

20 - Joyce Sparks  

20 – Terry Kiefer 

21 - Dennis Breeden 

22 - Lon McMurtrey 

24 - Jeremy Payton 

We are always here to help. 

As always please feel fee to contact 

me ANYTIME! 

I am always available @ 

centralchristiandoc@gmail.com, or 

lorriann29@hotmail.com. 

Or by phone @ the church  

(812) 254-2423 

 

 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

  4 – Ray & Lavone Woods 

19 – Rev. John & Brenda Dunn   

20 – Rodger and Jeannie Owsley 

20 – Vaughn and Amanda Woods 

Lorri’s litl’ notes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Sunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_in_the_New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Weeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Acts#2:1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitsun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whit_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostarion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Date_of_Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moveable_feast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_feasts_in_the_Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_feasts_in_the_Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar_(Lutheran)#Festivals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Principal_Feast

