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                            April Showers Bring . Well WHO Knows !!! 

There’s always room for different opinions.  Once in a great while, I can just be 
wrong.  But I’ve been thinking a lot about that vision of Jesus on top of the temple 
when the devil tells him to “JUMP” because God will take care of him.  Jesus replies 
“Do not test the Lord your God”. 

I think about that every time I hear about a church that disregards public safety (and 
state law for that matter) so they can gather during the current restrictions.  Some 
mumble about some left wing conspiracy—others talk about how God comes before 
government—and some are sure that  

“God will take care of us” 

       Jesus did not put God to the test—but I guess you can if you like. 

This goes even further than testing the Lord your God.  The stay at home strategy 
can certainly help “us” - but its really about the greater good.  I stay away from you in 
part because I do not want to be an unnecessary risk to you.  I appreciate that you 
stay away from me so as not to be a risk to me and my loved ones.  It’s not about 
“us”  -   its about “all of us”. 

It’s been an unusual April and I’m not sure what May will bring.  But please take care 
of yourselves.  Watch out for your neighbors, friends, and family (Have you seen the 
reports of the tragedy that followed many family gatherings?) 

But it’s also a good time to make that phone call you’ve been putting off.  Or actually 
write a letter to that person you’ve been out of touch with.  Just send a card that says 
“I’m Thinking of You”   - the message will be received!!  Maybe something good CAN 
come out of this?  



CWF  MEETING 

Tuesday May 5th @7:00pm 

 

BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday May 12th @7:30pm 

A notice will be sent if this is 

done differently, if distancing 

is still in place. 

 

NOTICE 

Ladies Afternoon Tea is 

rescheduled to July 12, 2020 

 

Dates are subject to change due 

to group restriction due to 

Coronavirus.   

At this time be sure to check 

with church office before a 

event.  

 
 

MAY  

Calendar of Events 

*************************************** 
          

                VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE WORSHIP SER-
VICES ARE CANCELLED. CCC WILL USE 
PHONE TREE TO UPDATE PEOPLE.   
9:30am  Worship Service  
 10:45am  Adult Sunday School 
5:00pm  Bible Study  

 

Don’t forget to pray for each 
other, for our community, for our 
nation and our world. 

We are all in this together,  Stay strong and 

know our Lord is always with us. 

Matthew 28:20 “I am with you always even to 

the end of the age.” 



 

 

 
  

For a very few minutes about 2 weeks ago, I was in the same room with 4 people.  The week before 
I had been in the same building with 9 other people.  I’m not a extrovert by any means—but this is 
absurd.  All throughout this time I have spent a good amount of time emailing and texting and on the 
phone and asking others to do the same.   

I had taken March 8 as a vacation Sunday and Worship has been cancelled or has been done on a 
video basis since then.  This coming Sunday, April 26 will be the 8th consecutive Sunday in which I 
have not gathered in person with a worshipping congregation.   Most of you would report a similar 
number of Sundays without a group gathering. 

I’ve been busy trying to communicate and help put Worship services together—and let’s not even 
talk about some of the other craziness.  I’ve watched the news but less and less each day—and less 
often as well.  We’ve eaten just fine and even managed to score some toilet paper.  I’ve re-watched 
some seasons of a favorite TV show and caught up on some other favorites as well as discover a 
NEW favorite show.  My sleep schedule is chaotic. 

Yet I can still honestly say what I’d say if you asked me “How Are You?”…. I’m fine.   Well I’m 
worried about some friends who may have the virus and some other friends who have seen the virus 
hit their family.  Others who have lost income— many who have seen investments crumble—and 
some whose business is at risk. On occasion I begin to think we are almost through this and then 
wonder if it’s even started.  Sometimes I even wonder if people will get so accustomed to a new 
lifestyle that they won’t return to a regular Sunday Worship attendance.  Once in a while I think 
about early retirement.  But I’m fine. 

Let me ask:  “How are YOU?”.  I know…. “You’re fine“ too.  But do you have someone that you 
unpack the past 2 months with?   

Familiar with the Gnarls Barkley song “Crazy”?   The song opens with: 

I remember when, 

I remember, I remember when I lost my mind 

There was something so pleasant about that place 

Even your emotions have an echo in so much space 

And when you're out there without care 

Yeah I was out of touch 

But it wasn't because I didn't know enough 

I just knew too much 

Does that make me Crazy … Possibly 

 

I mean, most of us are not clinically “crazy”  but these are crazy times.  Normal is gone, and there’s 
either too much or too little to do.  Some of us have too much time and space so our emotions echo 
all over the place.  We may not know too much  - but there’s SOOOOOO much that we can imagine. 

Barkley goes on to sing: Come on now, who do you, who do you, who do you, who do you think you are, 

Ha ha ha bless your soul…. You really think you're in control????   Well, I think you're crazy … Just like me 

It makes you crazy when you feel out of control—yet you truly ARE crazy when you ever think that 
you are in control.  But it’s ok.  We’re fine.  Just unpack the craziness once in a while.  Talk to a 
trusted friend… unpack the craziness—then go do the things you have to do—and then find some 
pleasant safe escape for a while.  Lots of options. (Prayer and meditation provide some escape—
when you turn over to God the things that make you crazy.)   So really…. How are you? 

          John 

 

 



  
           

    

     From Recovery Central 

Recovery and COVID 19   
      For many people in recovery, the practice of social distancing works against sobriety.  

This is especially true for those who have just begun to get clean and sober.  Recovery 

meetings (Twelve-Step and others) and other recovery activities have a long history of 

gatherings in church buildings, coffee shops, offices and other places to share experience, 

strength and hope with each other.   

     In recent weeks, the social isolation required to stop the spread of coronavirus has 

brought a new set of challenges for people with substance-use disorders.  Online recovery 

meetings, prayer, meditation, relaxation techniques, exercise, removing alcohol from the 

house, and keeping a list of people to call, are a few of the items now being strongly recom-

mended for people in recovery.  Support groups, treatment centers and agencies across the 

U.S. are adjusting their services to offer accountability and community from a distance.  In 

addition, the federal government has enabled registered health care providers to issue pre-

scriptions using telemedicine without requiring in-person evaluations.  According to Chris-

tian Hailozian, a substance-use navigator at Highland Hospital in Oakland California:  

“We have to try everything . . . reduce the amount of harm, make sure our patients . . . can 

be somewhat safe and get through this time, and really try not to overwhelm the hospital 

system . . . .”  

(Katelyn Newman, U. S. News & World Report, “Addiction Recovery in the Age of Coronavirus,” 3/31/2020) 

     In the meantime, Recovery Central has stayed busy with online (Zoom meetings) educa-

tion and consultation with Heidi Unruh.  We have also recorded educational video messag-

es of our own, and posted them on YouTube.  You can find a few of these online: 

One-minute introduction to Recovery Central:  https://youtu.be/aB8rGq1QtHc    

Follow up message from February 29 Town Hall:  https://youtu.be/wuZjpc0fVAk     

Recovery Central Educational video:   

     Scope of Rural Recovery Services:  https://youtu.be/eUivQGvB-40          

     We hope ALL of you are staying connected with God and each other.   

            Blessings! 

 

 

            Daniel      
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Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2020 Budget Requirement  Averages $1698 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    March    1  -  $1502                  March   29  -  $1725 
 
    March    8  -  $1470                  April       5  -  $345 
                                                        
    March  15  -  $0                        April     12  -  $2380  
 
    March  22  -  $1200                  April     19  -  $1305  
                                                           
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up with our budget 

needs—and our spending remains frugal and appropriate to 

our situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary grace allows us to 

make a positive impact on the world.  Not only can we rest 

assured that normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger impact on our 

world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

 

Easter Offering $125.  Thank You  

$300 sent to Roots in the Ruins from  children’s “Milk 

Bottle”; Mutual Ministry Campaign to date pledges 

paid $4,085 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

 
Week of May 3  

Psalm  131 

SU Matthew 16:21—28                              

M Matthew 17:1—13                              

TU Matthew 17:14—23                               

W Matthew 17:24—27                               

TH Matthew 18:1—5                                

F Matthew 18:6—9                                

SA Matthew 18:10—14                             

 

Week of  May 10 

Psalm 84  

SU     1 Samuel  1:21—2:10                               

M       1 Samuel  3:1—20                             

TU     1 Samuel  8:4—20                            

W       1 Samuel  16:1—13                               

TH     1 Samuel  16:14—23                              

F        1 Samuel  17:32—49                             

SA      1 Samuel  24:1—22                              

 

Week of May 17 

Psalm 103:1—14              

SU     Matthew 18:15—22                                

M       Matthew 18:23—35                               

TU     Matthew 19:1—15                            

W       Matthew 19:16—30                                

TH     Matthew 20:1—16                               

F        Matthew 20:17—28                              

SA      Matthew 20:29—34                               

 

Week of  May 24   

Psalm 3   

SU    2 Samuel  1:1, 17—27                          

M      2 Samuel  5:1—12                                  

TU    2 Samuel  6:1—15                              

W      2 Samuel  7:1—17                         

TH    2 Samuel  7:18—28                               

F       2 Samuel   9:1—13                                

SA     2 Samuel   11:1—15      

 

Week of  May 31 

Psalm 24  

SU    Matthew 21:1—11                           

M      Matthew 21:12—27                                   

TU    Matthew 21:28—32                               

W      Matthew 21:33—46                          

TH    Matthew 22:1—14                                

F       Matthew 22:15—22                                 

SA    Matthew  22:23—33      

 

       



Scheduled to Serve in  

MAY     
Elders:  Alan Christie & Larry Mattes    

           

Deacons:  Lisa Bland & Dennis Breeden    

                  

Communion Prep:  

            Judy Singleton & Dan Renneker     

      

Greeters: 

May     3:  Carmen Kane & Larry Gilley      

May   10:   Deb Breeden & Debbie Folsom          

May   17:  Eddie Gibson & Dan Sherar     

May   24:   Terry & Stell Kiefer   

May   31:   Dennis & Jackie Breeden  

BIRTHDAYS 
 1- Amanda (Christie) Lemmon 

 5 – Cindy McCabe  

 6 -  Breana Mattes 

 7 – Stell Kiefer 

 7 – Lili Kielty  

10 - Matthew Christie 

11 - Robert J. Smith 

14 – Marie Woods  

18 - Linda Daily  

18 - Maudie Fiscus  

20 - Joyce Sparks  

20 – Terry Kiefer 

21 - Dennis Breeden 

22 - Lon McMurtrey 

24 - Jeremy Payton 

25 - Carmen Kane 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
   4 - Ray & Lavone Woods 

19 – Rev. John & Brenda Dunn   

20 – Rodger and Jeannie Owsley 

20 – Vaughn and Amanda Woods 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


