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   Roots in the Ruins is a program of spiritual accompaniment, which nourishes hope, 
resilience, and transformation in the midst of situations of trauma, conflict, and 
environmental degradation. Individuals from Mexico, Chile, Argentina, Paraguay, and Puerto 
Rico have participated in the Roots in the Ruins trainings, and continue to use these trainings 
in their respective communities.  

In 2016, Roots in the Ruins moved the base of the program to Mexico, under the direction and 
guidance of the Institute for Intercultural Study and Research (INESIN) in Mexico.  INESIN is an 
organization which was formed by Mexican Protestant and Catholic Christians in the early 
2000s, after a particularly tumultuous period in the southern state of Chiapas, Mexico where 
it is located.   

Roots in the Ruins offers workshops and courses designed to equip a core group of Roots in 
the Ruins trainers, as well as to develop a broad group of participants who can make use of 
the tools and practices of the program in a multiplying effect. Programming currently covers 
training for grade school children through adults. Courses cover everything from the 
fundamentals of restoring hope after trauma to intensive training for facilitators, who then are 
equipped to multiply their impact.  

Central Christian Church is now committed to help support this life-changing work through 
our contributions to the Milk Bottle ministry.  Our free will offering on May 19 gathered over 
$100 which when added to already existing Milk Bottle funds allowed us to send an initial gift 
of $300.  This is only one way we are partnering with the Christian Church in Indiana as it 
begins its new Mexico Mission Initiative.  Thank you for your gifts and prayers for this   
Initiative and its related ministries.  



 

 

CWF  MEETING 

CWF will not have meetings for 

June or July. Next meeting will be 

August 6th @7pm 

 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY  
Saturday June 15th @8am 

July 13th@8am 
We will do community  
Pick Up to Clean Up  

 
5TH SUNDAY LUNCHEON  

Sunday  June 30th @11:30am 
 
 

BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday July 9th @7:30pm 

JUNE & JULY   

Calendar of Events 

           9th Ladies Afternoon Tea  

            Whispers of God’s Love  

Was a great success. The love and fellow-

ship is a perfect example of God’s Love.   

We want to thank Rev. Carolyn Reed for 

speaking and Roselynn Grubbs for play-

ing the piano.   

A big thank you goes out to all who 

helped set up and clean up.  Also to the 

men of the church for keeping us up in 

hot water for our teas and food.   

 

 

 

   

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

Week of  July 7 

 

Psalm  145 

SU 1 Peter  1:13—21                        

M 1 Peter  1:22—25                      

TU 1 Peter  2:1—10                       

W 1 Peter  2:11—25                        

TH 1 Peter  3:1—12                        

F 1 Peter  3:13—22                        

SA 1 Peter  4:1—11                     

 

Week of  July 14 

 

Psalm 40:11—17    

SU      Luke 18:18—34                    

M        Luke 18:35—43                        

TU      Luke 19:1—10                      

W        Luke 19:11—27                         

TH      Luke 19:28—40                      

F         Luke 19:41—44                          

SA      Luke 19:45—48                         

  

Week of July 21  

 

Psalm 55:12—22             

SU     1 Peter 4:12—19                        

M       1 Peter 5:1—14                     

TU     Acts 1:1—11                     

W       Acts 1:12—26                      

TH     Acts 2:1—13                         

F        Acts 2:14—28                       

SA      Acts 2:29—42                     

 

Week of  July 28 

 

Psalm 35:1—8, 22—28  

SU   Luke 20:1—8                   

M     Luke 20:9—19                          

TU   Luke 20:20—26                       

W     Luke 20:27—47                  

TH   Luke 21:1—19                       

F      Luke 21:20—28                         

SA    Luke 21:29—38   



 

 

 Barbee Blessing 

by Emily Martin, Disciples News Service, April 30, 2019 

For 66 years, Barbee Christian Camp was a touchstone for campers across the Indiana region. A 

new partnership with an interdenominational camping center, the Geneva Conference Center in 

northern Indiana, led to a decision to close and sell the camp, even as camping operations in 

southern Indiana continued at the Bedford Christian Camp. 

So, what to do with the funds from the sale? Barbee had been the launching pad for so many 

commitments to service and faith and the Regional Board was determined to continue that legacy. 

“We know that summer camp has been the place where community has been formed, spirituality 

deepened, the scriptures discovered, and God’s presence felt,” said Regional Minister Rick Spleth. 

“We want to stimulate the opportunity for that to continue to happen in our churches.” 

The creative plan that is now in place includes a $1 million endowment fund that will assist the 

Bedford Camp and Geneva Conference Center with capital needs. The fund, administered by 

the Christian Church Foundation, is expected to earn about $50,000 annually to be split between the 

two facilities. 

The remainder of the Barbee Blessing, as it is now known, about $500,000, will be invested to 

support the Faith Formation Designated Fund. This fund will initially provide $1,000 grants to every 

congregation in the region, to bolster their faith formation efforts in their local setting. As 

congregations develop plans for larger projects they can apply for supporting grants. This is 

accompanied by a new regional effort to compile faith resources on the region’s website. 

** We were represented at an Area Gathering in Princeton on May 30 

where others from nearby Disciples congregations heard more about the Barbee Blessing and 

receive the initial $1000 check. 

 

 

*

    
 

Rev. Dunn and Brenda will be attending the Disciple 

General Assembly in July.  This will be the 17th General 

Assembly that Rev. Dunn has attended.   

 

The first one was in Louisville in 1987 while John was at 

his first church in Orestes, IN and still in Seminary.  The 

second Assembly occurred while still at that first church 

after John was ordained in June 1989. 

He attended one Assembly while at Mattoon, IL. 

The Des Moines Assembly will be the 14th time that John 

has gone as Minister at Broadway Christian Church... 

and the second Assembly while Minister at Central 

Christian. 

Your prayers for the Assembly and safe travel for the 

Dunns is appreciated. 



  

IN THE GAP 

     In some testimonies, we hear people praising Jesus Christ for deliverance from 

addiction.  In other cases, church goers insist addiction recovery is not part of the 

actual “purpose of going to Church.”  We might observe this phenomenon to be 

something of a gap in American church life.  Why do some Christians call Jesus their 

Higher Power in addiction recovery while other Christians deny the place of addiction 

recovery in mainstream church life?  How might we better understand this “GAP”?     

As we consider the word “gap,” we might recall Ezekiel 22:30 where God is looking for 

a person who will “stand (before the Lord) in the gap.”   

In Ezekiel’s day, God was angry with Israel about various 

unjust practices (e.g. unjust rulers, disregard for the Sabbath, 

robbery, oppression of the poor, etc.—see Ezek 22:23-29).  The 

Lord had searched for one who would “build up the wall and 

stand . . . in the gap on behalf of the land so (God) would not 

have to destroy it.”  God wanted someone to stand (i.e. seek 

mercy, forgiveness, healing, etc.) in that “GAP” between the 

people and God.  Yet God could not find such a person.  

     This latter “gap” described in Ezekiel might seem unrelated to the former gap between 

Christians who maintain different interpretations of Jesus’ role in addiction recovery.  

Perhaps the issue of addiction is too complicated; as if we need to maintain the simplicity 

of the Gospel.  On the other hand, we might carry objections to honest confessions of 

spiritual turmoil; or to some inconvenient connection to the least of our brothers and 

sisters.  Is this possible?    

     The reality in many Christian congregations in America has been a call to the same 

honesty, accountability, confidence in God’s wisdom, power and love, and other qualities, 

observed in recovery meetings.  Also found in Ezekiel 22:23-29 are descriptions of Israel’s 

church-goers with prophets who “whitewash” the people’s deeds, and “say ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says’—when the Lord has not spoken.”  In Israel’s case, there was, in fact, 

“whitewash” (i.e. a “façade,” a false front, a mask, etc.).  This made God very angry with 

Israel.   

     In their book Bridges to Grace, Liz Swanson and Teresa McBean describe real 

possibilities for today’s Church to have an “atmosphere of grace,” where people 

express their faith in ways that are “authentic and honest.”  We might also recall 

Pastor John’s emphasis on the value of sharing our struggles—obstacles we 

have encountered during our spiritual journeys—as we describe genuine 

faith experiences (i.e. our stories).  Perhaps the old call for one who will “stand 

in the gap” is equally crucial today; a call for one who will courageously stand 

before God (representing God’s people), with a genuine hunger for God’s mercy, 

love and healing.       

        

Rev. Dan Sherar 

Recovery Minister  



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2018 Budget Requirement  Averages $1306 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    April 7    -     $1948                      May   5   -   $3321 
                                    
    April 14   -    $1496                      May 12   -   $1407 
 
    April 21  -    $1398                       May  19   -  $768 
 
    April 28  -    $861.00                    May  26  -   $ 
                                                       
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up 

with our budget needs—and our spending 

remains frugal and appropriate to our 

situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary 

grace allows us to make a positive impact on 

the world.  Not only can we rest assured that 

normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger 

impact on our world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

 

Easter Offering, Roots in Ruin 

 children’s “Milk Bottle”  

 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

Week of  June 2 

 

Psalm  479 

SU Luke 13:10—17                       

M Luke 13:18—21                     

TU Luke 13:22—30                      

W Luke 13:31—35                       

TH Luke 14:1—6                        

F Luke 14:7—14                       

SA Luke 14:15—24                    

 

Week of  June 9 

 

Psalm 64    

SU      James 2:1—7                   

M        James 2:8—13                       

TU      James 2:14—26                     

W        James 3:1—12                        

TH      James 3:13—18                     

F         James 4:1—12                         

SA       James 4:13—17                        

  

Week of June 16 

 

Psalm 119:161—176            

SU     Luke 14:25—33                       

M       Luke 14:34—35                    

TU     Luke 15:1—7                    

W       Luke 15:8—10                     

TH     Luke 15:11—32                        

F        Luke 16:1—13                      

SA      Luke 16:14—18                    

 

Week of  June 23  

 

Psalm 130 

SU   James 5:1—12                  

M     James 5:13—18                         

TU   Philippians 1:1—7                      

W     Philippians 1:8—25                 

TH   1 Peter 1:1—2                      

F      1 Peter  1:3—9                        

SA    1 Peter  1:10—12  

 

Week of June 30 

Psalm 51:1—9     

SU     Luke 16:19—31                        

M       Luke 17:1—10                    

TU     Luke 17:11—19                     

W       Luke 17:20—37                      

TH     Luke 18:1—8                         

F        Luke 18:9—14                     

SA      Luke 18:15—17      



******************************************************* 

          

          VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   

 

Central Christian Church  
June & July 2019 Newsletter 

Email us at: centralchrist@att.net 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501



Scheduled to Serve in  

June    
Elders: Debbie Breeden & Carolyn Mangin      

 

Deacons:  Jackie Breeden, Lisa Bland 

                 Anthony Doscher 

 

Communion Prep:   the Mattes Family  

 

Greeters: 

June     2:   Ray & Lavone Woods & Janet 

June     9:   Terry & Stell Kiefer  

June   16:   Dennis & Jackie Breeden  

June   23:   The Mattes Family 

June   30:    Anthony & Renee Doscher 

BIRTHDAYS 
 2 – Janet Dunigan 

 9 – Monika Bene 

12 – Cayd Shaw 

15 – Amanda Franklin  

16 – Edwin Raney  

19 – Jessica Singleton 

21 – Carolyn Mangin 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 2 – Joshua and Jessica Downey 

 4 – Dennis and Jackie Breeden 

 4 – Torrance & Christine McCollum 

 9 – Gavin and Jennifer (Singleton) Kelly 

 9 – Bob and Barbara Smith 

10 – Ryan and Vanessa Wagler 

15 – Donald and Misty Woods 

18 – Edward and Sarah Stuckey 

19 -  Larry and Pam Lagle 
 

If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary listed (or 

if its incorrect) please call or email the church office. 

Scheduled to Serve in  

July    
Elders: Dan Sherar & Dan Renneker 

 

Deacons:  Sam Mattes, Carmen Kane 

                  Lisa Bland, Judy Singleton  

 

Communion Prep:    

 Dan Sherar & Dan Renneker   

 

Greeters: 

July       7:   Richard Overton & Dan Renneker 

July     14:   Larry & Pam Lagle  

July     21:   Carmen Kane & Larry Gilley   

July     28:   Deb Breeden & Debbie Folsom   

BIRTHDAYS 
4 -  Matthew Lemmon      

6 -  Vaughn Woods  

15 – Nevaeh Mattes 

18 – Debra Folsom   

20 - Sarah (Mattes) Stuckey 

21- Jonathan R. Doscher 

26 – Ashley Christie   

27 - Greg Smith 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
11 – Matthew and Ashley Christie   

16 -  Matthew and Amanda Lemmon  

 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary listed 

(or if its incorrect) please call or email the church 

office. 

 

 



From the History Department  

I was lost on the cold bleak mountain, 

Weary and tired and condemned to die; 

When I heard the still small voice whisper, 

“Sinner, friend, look to Jesus on high”. 

 

He purchased your life with his own precious blood,  

Upon the cross of Calvary; 

He bore the sins of all the world 

That He might set you free. 

 

He gave His life that you might live,  

He suffered and died on the tree; 

He is willing and ready your sins to forgive 

And to cleanse you from all iniquity. 

 

It was then I put my trust in Him, 

And yielded my life to His care; 

He is faithfully guiding me on life’s way, 

And will bring me safely over there.  

 

And what He did for me, sinner friend, 

He will so the same for you; 

If you will put your trust in him, 

He will carry you safely through. 

 

No matter what your sins may be, 

He is ready to forgive; 

Oh sinner, turn ye, turn ye, 

And look to him and live.   

By Mrs. A. H. Smith  

(Marilyn Burkhardts mother)  

              

     Dedicated To My Friends 

When the days are long and the nights 

dreary,  

and no one seems to care; 

Thee is always one who lingers near, 

Who hears and answers prayer. 

 

One who gives grace and courage, 

and  helps to understand; 

His grace is sufficient for all your needs, 

You are always in His hand.   

 

He sees you when you sit alone, 

He hears you when you pray; 

And with His tender loving hand, 

He will brush the clouds away. 

 

And then the sun comes shining through, 

The flowers begin to bloom; 

And the burden is lifted from our heart, 

With it’s darkness and it’s gloom. 

 

Then we can thank and praise the Lord, 

And bless His name each day, 

He rolled the clouds away.   

 

By Mrs. A. H. Smith 

 

 


