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  Thanksgiving—Christmas—New Years … they all blur together and sometimes in 
such a way that people just want them to be over.  Perhaps we do plan too many 
events—maybe there are too many “gatherings” - it could be that the gift giving 

has become too overwhelming.  Maybe we work so hard at making it such a 
special time of year that we drain the joy from it? 

Now, don’t tell people that you aren't going to the big family Christmas event 
because your Minister said so… but consider leaving enough room in your 

schedules and your hearts & minds for the wonder of the season to enter.  “No 
Room at the Inn” seems to be a classic and oft repeated lament … and regret. 

Clearly, we are all wired differently.  So an Introvert may not understand why 
their Extravert partner isn’t content to just stay home and watch another holiday 

movie.   The Extravert may wonder if their Introvert partner just doesn’t like 
“fun”.  But sometimes both can become simply “Christmased out”. 

Give yourself a gift this season.  Take time to make room to just absorb the 
wonder.  Look up at the night sky and marvel at the stars.  Let your favorite 

seasonal music linger in your ears.  Dance with someone you love! 

God is once again sending you a special message:  Offering you a life-changing 
gift.  The whole of the universe is wrapped in love.  Be sure to understand that it 
has something to do with God’s extraordinary love for the extraordinary child of 

God that you are! 

      John 



CWF  MEETING 

Tuesday January 7 @7:00pm 

 

CHURCH WORK DAY  

Saturday January 11 @8am 

 
BOARD MEETING  

Tuesday January 14th @7:30pm 
 

JANUARY  

Calendar of Events 

  .   

*************************************** 
          

                VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
9:30am  Worship Service  
  
Youth Sunday School  
following Offering 
10:45am  Adult Sunday 
School 
5:00pm  Bible Study  
         Sundays        

    Thank you so much for the Christmas money gift. 

     I appreciate you remembering me at this time.  

     I’m very happy to be a part of Central Christian 

Church.       Best  Wishes in 2020! God Bless. 

                                 Sincerely; Kim Hickman    



 

 

 
 It’s that time of year when so many people prove the suspicion that Christmas is just a 
passing season of parties and buying people gifts they really don’t need.  It’s time to put 
away all the lights and decorations and let this Christmas pass away without having any 
lasting impact on us. 

Or are you tired of letting opportunities for growth pass by?  Has something happened this 
year that seems to be telling you to try something new?  The wise men were warned in a 
dream to return a new way.  Has a dream been speaking to you? 

Read this excerpt from the poem “Dead Stars” by Ada Limon 

Look, we are not unspectacular things. 
       We’ve come this far, survived this much. What 

would happen if we decided to survive more? To love harder? 

What if we stood up with our synapses and flesh and said, No. 
     No, to the rising tides. 

Stood for the many mute mouths of the sea, of the land? 

What would happen if we used our bodies to bargain 

for the safety of others, for earth, 
                 if we declared a clean night, if we stopped being terrified, 

if we launched our demands into the sky, made ourselves so big 
people could point to us with the arrows they make in their minds, 

From The Carrying (Milkweed Editions, 2018) by Ada Limón. Copyright © 2018 by Ada 
Limón.  

Ms. Limon suggests that cosmically we are all dead stars— some have said that our bodies 
are made up of the atoms of the cosmos.  Some say we are just nuclear waste reassembled.  
Others have call us “stardust”. 

Ms. Limon wonders if there isn’t something in that dead star material that wants to shine 
again.   

I wonder if the Christmas story isn't calling us to become a Bethlehem star.  To realize that it 
has always been our calling to reflect the light that has shone upon us so that others can see 
it clearly—especially in the midst of the darkness. 

We think of our selves as too small and insignificant to change the world.  But change comes 
in small, simple choices. 

Try to be a star in 2020.  Just try to love harder.  Choose one person close to you and be 
more understanding, more supportive, more forgiving, less controlling and simply celebrate 
who that person is. 

Pick one cause and take a stand.  Find some way to voice your concern—or make some 
new financial contribution—and put yourself on the line to protect another human being.  
Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the prisoner, comfort the sick.  Find a way to say 
“NO” when you hear someone say something racist, or sexist, or simply judgmental. Buy the 
T shirt and wear it.  How many more chances do you think you get?  Christmas is a gift!  
Unwrap it !!        

       John 



  
           

    

                            

                         SO THEY ARE GIVING US MONEY 

 

Now that we have new grant funding (which is a good thing) let us consider how 

we came this far:  Were we thinking we could not solve a problem without mon-

ey?  Were we treating financial resources as our primary means for doing good?  

Hopefully not!   

We actually have something to gain from discussing ways to make significant 

changes without spending a dime.  We’ve already heard: “The pen is mightier 

than the sword.”  Perhaps we can add:  “Determination is greater than dollars.”  

For all we know, those who provide grant dollars might even prefer the appli-

cant who demonstrates the strongest commitment to the task; with or without 

money.  We might think of a grant as fuel available only for the best maintained 

machine.  In other words, why gas up a car that won’t run?   

As straightforward as this seems, we might not be so quick to hold leaders ac-

countable to this wisdom.  What would we think of local leadership that has no 

intention of addressing an issue unless they receive money?  Do we think this is 

how government is supposed to be?  Or do we need to hear the bosses voice a 

commitment to resolving our local drug problem before they are aware of the 

grant?  What might we say if a board refuses to share copies of last year’s 

minutes to demonstrate commitment to an issue before they knew a response 

was feasible?   

None of this is to endorse anarchy, or hostility toward the people currently in 

charge.  This is really meant to say:  “Visionary leadership is possible!”  There 

are indeed resources which no money can buy.  People who operate on the prem-

ise that “a funding source must always be identified before we act” do not sound 

like true leaders.  

So, where are the “true leaders” among us?  How might they use resources in 

contrast to the world’s practice of worshipping the economy?  My friend Tyree 

recently told me:  “True leaders love without reservation; . . . [and] live without 

hesitation.”  We need to remain confident that true leaders are very real.  Our 

Lord does not fail to create them and call them.          

 

 

                                                                                                        Daniel 



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2019 Budget Requirement  Averages $1306 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    November   3  -  $1091                 December   1  -  $2159 
 
    November  10 -  $1572                 December   8  -  $2110 
                                                        
    November  17 -  $1342                 December  15 -  $1468 
 
    November  24  -  $1334                December  22 -  $908     
                                                          December 29 -  $1140 
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up 

with our budget needs—and our spending 

remains frugal and appropriate to our 

situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary 

grace allows us to make a positive impact on 

the world.  Not only can we rest assured that 

normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger 

impact on our world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings  Total $442; 

$200 sent to Roots in the Ruins from  children’s “Milk 

Bottle”; Mutual Ministry Campaign to date pledges 

paid $3,840 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

 

Week of January 5  

Psalm  8  

SU Genesis 1:1—27                            

M Genesis 1:28—2:4                          

TU Genesis 2:5—25                            

W Genesis 3:1—24                           

TH Genesis 4:1—16                            

F Genesis 6:5—22                            

SA Genesis 7:1—12                         

 

 

Week of  January 12 

Psalm 40:1—10  

SU     Matthew 5:13—20                       

M       Matthew 5:21—26                            

TU     Matthew 5:27—30                         

W       Matthew 5:31—37                             

TH     Matthew 5:38—42                        

F        Matthew 5:43—48                             

SA     Matthew 6:1—4                          

 

 

Week of January 19  

Psalm 105:1—15               

SU     Genesis 8:6—12                           

M       Genesis 8:20—9:17                          

TU     Genesis 11:1—9                        

W       Genesis 12:1—9                          

TH     Genesis 15:1—6                             

F        Genesis 17:1—22                         

SA      Genesis 18:1—15                          

 

 

Week of  January 26  

Psalm 17     

SU    Matthew 6:5—15                       

M      Matthew 6:16—21                              

TU    Matthew 6:22—24                           

W      Matthew 6:25—34                     

TH    Matthew 7:1—6                           

F       Matthew 7:7—11                            

SA     Matthew 7:12—14   

 

 

       



Scheduled to Serve in  

JANUARY     
Elders::  Debbie Breeden & Larry Mattes           

 

Deacons:  Lisa Bland, Anthony Doscher 

                 Jake Fox  

Communion Prep:  The Mattes Family  

        

Greeters: 

January    5:  Eddie Gibson & Dan Sherar   

January  12:  Ray & Lavone Woods & Janet      

January  19:  Terry & Stell Kiefer 

January  26:   Dennis & Jackie Breeden  

BIRTHDAYS 
 15- Judy Singleton 

 18 – Dan Sherar   

 19- April Breeden 

 28- Renee Doscher  

 29- Lisa Bland  

 31 – Benjamin Tucker Woods 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 JANUARY  

1 – Jim and Carolyn Mangin 

9 – Josh and Katie Snow  

11 - Lon & Ranita  McMurtry  

 

 

If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary 

listed (or if its incorrect) please call or email the 

church office. 

 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


