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  Thanksgiving—Christmas—New Years … they all blur together and sometimes in 
such a way that people just want them to be over.  Perhaps we do plan too many 
events—maybe there are too many “gatherings” - it could be that the gift giving 

has become too overwhelming.  Maybe we work so hard at making it such a 
special time of year that we drain the joy from it? 

Now, don’t tell people that you aren't going to the big family Christmas event 
because your Minister said so… but consider leaving enough room in your 

schedules and your hearts & minds for the wonder of the season to enter.  “No 
Room at the Inn” seems to be a classic and oft repeated lament … and regret. 

Clearly, we are all wired differently.  So an Introvert may not understand why 
their Extravert partner isn’t content to just stay home and watch another holiday 

movie.   The Extravert may wonder if their Introvert partner just doesn’t like 
“fun”.  But sometimes both can become simply “Christmased out”. 

Give yourself a gift this season.  Take time to make room to just absorb the 
wonder.  Look up at the night sky and marvel at the stars.  Let your favorite 

seasonal music linger in your ears.  Dance with someone you love! 

God is once again sending you a special message:  Offering you a life-changing 
gift.  The whole of the universe is wrapped in love.  Be sure to understand that it 
has something to do with God’s extraordinary love for the extraordinary child of 

God that you are! 

      John 



CWF  MEETING 

Tuesday December 3rd @7:00pm 

 

DEC. 1, 1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday December 8th 

Following Worship Service 

 
JUBILEE CHRISTMAS 

EVENT Monday December 16th 
@6pm –9pm 

Tree with bulbs will be up 11-24 and 
12-1. Please return unwrapped gifts 

with bulb attached by Sunday 
December 8th  

Sunday December 15th @2pm set 
up for Jubilee Christmas  

Sign up sheet for volunteers will be 
in Narthex  

 
CAROLING PARTY 

Sunday December 22nd  
@4pm; meet at church 3:45pm to 

carpool 
 

SOUP SUPPER 
Sunday December 22nd @6pm 
Please bring a soup to share or 

finger food and/or dessert  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Sunday December 24th @6pm 

 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  

Calendar of Events 

  .   

*************************************** 
          

                VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   

    Rev. John Dunn,  

           Rev. Dan Sherar 

And staff want to wish you a 
Merry and Blessed Christmas 

                       And 

        A Happy and fruitful  

                   New Year 

God’s BlessinG to you and your 
Family during this exciting 
time of our saviors birth 

 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
9:30am  Worship Service  
  
Youth Sunday School  
following Offering 
10:45am  Adult Sunday 
School 
5:00pm  Bible Study  
         Sundays        



 

 

 
 It Started Long Before the Plymouth Settlement  

     Was Saved by a Feast Provided by the Natives ... 

The book of Leviticus was written over a long period of editing and revising but has been in its 
present form for about 2500 years. It is best known for the ways in which Moses is given a long list 
of commands and then repeats them to the Israelites.  Some people see it as a reflection of religious 
piety for that particular culture in that particular time.  Others seem to apply its rules to modern day 
individuals—Jewish or not. 

It has been oft quoted by those who oppose same sex relationships because it rejects such behavior 
(or at least sex among males) .  Leviticus also commands that we not allow our hair to go unkept, we 
don’t burn bread with yeast in it, and we don’t eat food derived from pigs and rabbits and seafood 
without fins or scales (no shrimp, lobster, etc). We are also told not to hold back a workers wages 
overnight or pick up grapes that have fallen to the ground. 

Among the over 70 restrictions can also be found this one: Mistreating foreigners – “the foreigner 
residing among you must be treated as your native-born”  (19:33-34)  

                        (https://leviticusbans.tumblr.com/post/23730370413/76-things-banned-in-leviticus) 

Religious traditions and individual believers differ on how much 
authority the Hebrew scripture and such things as the restrictions in 
Leviticus have over our choices in life.  Perhaps it’s as simple as this:   

Do you look to scripture to discover what unites us?   

Or do you look for ways to create divisions? 

 

The Levitical laws were intended to help define a people—unite them.  
While we are not Hebrews living in the ancient middle east travelling 
through the wilderness, I am grateful to find hints of what makes people 
stronger—more cohesive—more alive with a positive spirit. 

The spirit of thanksgiving and of finding ways to clearly express our 
thankfulness was part of the people of God from the beginning 

When I did a word search on biblegateway.com, I discovered that the 
word “thanksgiving” first appeared in Leviticus chapter 7.  It was in 
context of what was called fellowship offerings or peace offerings.  It intentionally defined the proper 
way of offering a sacrifice to Yahweh when one simply wanted to express thanks for life and its 
blessings. 

The conversation about and practice of such fellowship offerings would have taken place long before 
the present version of Leviticus was complete.  It had been an early ingredient in the culture that 
defined what it meant to be among the people of Moses—those who served Yahweh. 

While we may not need to present a specific offering in a specific way—with special care to how 
many loaves of bread we include—we do gather each Sunday as an act of thanksgiving.  We feast 
at the Lord’s Table—greet and celebrate each other—and sings song of faith, hope and joy.   That 
very early ingredient—finding unity in our spirit of thanksgiving—is what keeps us alive and vital.  I’m 
thankful for whatever you offer to help keep that spirit alive! 

          John 

Perhaps it’s as 

simple as this:   

Do you look to 

scripture to 

discover what 

unites us?  Or 

do you look for 

ways to create 

divisions? 



  
           

    

                            

                     RECOVERY AND THE ADVENT SEASON    

As we ponder the meaning of Advent—the hope of Christ’s coming for Israel, and our own 

anticipation of the Lord’s return—we can appreciate the themes of hope, peace, joy, and 

love for people in addiction recovery.  At the same time, it is a time for deeper understand-

ing and acceptance of God’s Light shining on us.   

The Light of Christ shines on hearts and lives in many ways.  For some, it exposes our se-

crets, and brings a new realization of freedom from addictions (chemical, behavioral and 

relational).  This light brings people into new relationships with others who have discov-

ered freedom from compulsive behaviors.  Others find new friendships in God’s Light dur-

ing times of need or loss.  Still others find new meaning in God’s Light as they face major 

changes in their lives; or painful decisions.  God’s Light is not limited to the season of Ad-

vent, but always available to us.    

We can let this Advent Season bring new awareness of people who describe radical changes 

in their Christmas celebrations.  People in recovery might recall previous holiday activities 

with:  

. . . drinking . . . wanton indulgence: cranberry cosmopolitans, eggnog, mulled wine, 

and Irish coffees; parties and booze and blackouts and hangovers; superficial, carnal 

pursuits [that] superseded any spiritual meditative pleasures; Christmas Eve’s . . . 

slogging wine into the wee hours while last-minute wrapping gifts, crankier with each 

downed glass.  There were also the wretched hangovers on Christmas mornings when 

our kids, wiggly with Santa excitement, woke us at dawn — “Get up! Get up!”— and 

we dragged ourselves from bed, desperate for ibuprofen and coffee? *  

We need to understand the difficulties of Christmas celebration for many of our own family 

members and neighbors.  Christmas and New Year’s celebrations can present the worst 

threats to sobriety.  Temptations include: “the fireside glass of wine or flute of effervescent 

champagne, or friends gathering in the pub or our own loneliness when we stay home . . .”*  

  

We can all grow deeper in our understandings of the hope we share with others who have 

found freedom in Christ.  We face many challenges in a world where Christmas is little 

more than a marketing strategy.  This Advent Season can bring more light for new connec-

tions between people; connections which bring new opportunities for recovery in a disad-

vantaged rural community.  In God’s light, we are always invited to deeper honesty, mirac-

ulous solutions, patience among people who often misunderstand each other, and greater 

compassion in a world desperate for God’s deliverance.    

  

 * Comments from:  “Deepening Our Commitment to Recovery” by Kerry Neville 12/12/18; found online at:   

     https://www.thefix.com/advent-deepening-our-commitment-recovery       

 

                                                                                                       Daniel 

https://www.thefix.com/advent-deepening-our-commitment-recovery


Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2019 Budget Requirement  Averages $1306 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    October    6  -  $1254.75                 November   3  -  $1091 
 
    October  13  -  $2172.75                 November  10 -  $1572 
                                                        
    October  20  -  $2002.75                 November  17 -  $1342  
 
    October  27  -  $913       
                                                       
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up 

with our budget needs—and our spending 

remains frugal and appropriate to our 

situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary 

grace allows us to make a positive impact on 

the world.  Not only can we rest assured that 

normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger 

impact on our world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

 

Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering $187; $200 

sent to Roots in the Ruins from  children’s “Milk 

Bottle”; Mutual Ministry Campaign to date pledges 

paid $3,220 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

Week of December 1 

Psalm  48  

SU Revelations 11:1—19                           

M Revelations 12:1—17                         

TU Revelations 13:1—8                           

W Revelations 14:1—20                          

TH Revelations 15:1—8                            

F Revelations 16:1—21                           

SA Revelations 17:1—18                        

 

Week of  December 8 

Psalm 63 

SU     Acts 24:1—23                      

M       Acts 24:24—25:12                           

TU     Acts 25:13—27                        

W       Acts 26:1—11                            

TH     Acts 26:12—18                       

F        Acts 26:19—23                            

SA      Acts 26:24—32                          

 

Week of December 15   

Psalm 126              

SU     Revelations 18:1—24                           

M       Revelations 19:1—21                         

TU     Revelations 20:1—15                       

W       Revelations 21:1—8                          

TH     Revelations 21:9—27                            

F        Revelations 22:1—7                         

SA      Revelations 22:8—21                         

 

Week of  December 22   

Psalm 121      

SU    Acts 27:1—12                      

M      Acts 27:13—26                             

TU    Acts 27:27—38                          

W      Acts 27:39—44                    

TH    Acts 28:1—10                          

F       Acts 28:11—16                           

SA     Acts 28:17—31  

 

Week of December 29 

Psalm 91      

SU    Matthew 1:1—2:12                       

M      Matthew 3:1-12                              

TU    Matthew 3:13—17                           

W      Matthew 4:1—11                     

TH    Matthew 4:12—17                           

F       Matthew 4:18—25                            

SA     Matthew 5:1—12  

 



Scheduled to Serve in  

December    
Elders::  Carolyn Mangin & Dan Sherar          

 

Deacons:  Jake Fox, Jackie Breeden 

                 Carmen Kane, Lisa Bland  

Communion Prep:  The Lagle's 

        

Greeters: 

December    1:  Richard Overton & Dan Renneker  

December    8:  Bob & Barbara Smith      

December  15:  Larry & Pam Lagle 

December  22:  Carmen Kane & Larry Gilley 

December  29:  Deb Breeden & Debbie Folsom 

BIRTHDAYS 
  3 – Lavone Woods  

11 – Linda Skomp 

18 – Rev. John Dunn  

18 – Dominic Downey 

23 – William N. Lundy 

24 – Vicki Willis 

26 – Rebecca Mattes 

29 – Lori Lundy 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 10 – Nathan and Carmen Kane 

 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary 

listed (or if its incorrect) please call or email the 

church office. 

 

 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


