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                                    A CULTURE OF RECOVERY (From Recovery Central):   

When people in drug or alcohol crises (i.e. ER visit, job loss, break-up, etc.) are asked if they 

have tried local recovery meetings, they often reply:  “Too many of the people in those 

(recovery) meetings are court-ordered.”   

On one hand, this sounds like an excuse.  On the other, it is—sadly—an accurate observation. 

Too much of the recovery community in Daviess County is tied to the legal system.  Real 

recovery needs to be much more.       

For this reason, dialogue must pursue possibilities for a greater “culture of recovery” in our 

own neighborhoods.  This culture is evidenced by social events, educational opportunities, 

support for family members, and other activities to enhance the recovery community.  This 

would require a new sense of respect among the public for people in recovery.  

Recovery Central’s aim is to empower the recovery community in Daviess County to overcome 

stigma, disintegrated services, and other obstacles to recovery.  The need is for more public 

awareness, recovery education, community collaboration and related efforts; in addition to 

information assistance to individuals in recovery, and their family members. 

While Recovery Central cannot be the ultimate solution for local drug and alcohol problems, 

we can interact with others who share a vision for a healthier community.  We can pray, hope 

and believe in a larger, and more collaborative, effort to live above the influence.     

 



 

 

CWF  MEETING 

Tuesday September 4 @7:00pm 
 

 

CHURCH BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday September 11 @7:30pm 

 

 

CCC CHURCH WORK DAY 

Saturday September 22 @8am 
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Pregnancy Care Center 

 
In May and June Central 

participated in the Center’s  

Baby Bottle Boomerang. 

In a letter from the Director 

Yolonda Taylor CCC donated 

$164.28 from the bottles turned in.    
She wants to thank everyone for 

your time and effort in helping make 
our annual Baby Bottle Boomerang a 

huge success. 

September  

Calendar of Events 
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                VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   
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Sometimes it helps to hear some insights from new voices.  Here is an article 

written by Jim Kitchens for BaptistStandard.com.  You can find it online at 

https://www.baptiststandard.com/opinion/other-opinions/2nd-opinion-a-word-to-declining-congregations-it-s-not-your-fault/ 

I was working with a church with a long history and many years of vibrant ministry. But now it was struggling. 

The church was down to its last 40 or so members, and most of them were older. 

The church was founded years ago as a downtown church. More recently, it had moved into a then-booming 

new neighborhood. Now the neighborhood was in decline. In fact, the whole city was experiencing 

depopulation. 

I met with some of the church’s leaders. At one point I asked, “How long can you afford to keep going at the 

current rate you’re using your reserves?” Two people said they thought the church could last for five years, 

another one guessed seven. The church treasurer silently raised two fingers in the air. They were only two 

years away from closure. 

The leaders asked if I would return a couple of weeks later to meet with “anyone in the congregation who 

might be interested” in this conversation. When I came back, almost every single member of the congregation 

was present. 

Painful conversation 

I talked about what I had learned during my conversation with their leaders and how something different 

needed to happen—and happen soon. I invited them to imagine as many faithful options for going forward as 

they could. They came up with everything from selling their property to relocating to a storefront back in 

downtown to merging or nesting with another congregation. No one mentioned the possibility of closing. 

I asked them to assess how doable each option was. 

“Do you have the financial resources for that option?” I asked. “Do you have the spiritual depth it would take 

to give up everything that option would require you to relinquish? Do you have the physical energy to 

undertake the needed work?” 

As we assessed each option, there was a shift in the feeling in the room. People began to look more 

defeated. Some of them hung their heads or looked out the window. A few insisted they could just continue 

things as they were, and they would be fine.  

I realized my own soul was reacting to their distress. Something was stirring in me, but I couldn’t figure out 

what it was. 



  
           

    

                                                                      Spirit speaks 

And then—as if the Spirit had whispered in my ear—it dawned on me. 

“I want us to stop for a moment,” I said. “I realize there is something I need to say to you before we go any further. 

I want all of you to look me in the eyes as I say it.” 

I waited for heads to be lifted and bodies to turn back in my direction. I softened my voice a bit, wanting to speak 

more as a pastor than as a consultant. 

“What I need to say to you is this: ‘This is not your fault. You haven’t messed up. You haven’t been bad people. 

You haven’t been unfaithful. That’s not the reason you find yourself in your current situation.” 

Almost immediately, there was a shift in the feeling tone—a collective sigh of relief and a relaxing of shoulders. A 

few people were trying to suppress the tears forming in the corners of their eyes. 

“You are good and faithful followers of Jesus Christ,” I continued. “What has caused the dilemma you now face is 

that the culture shifted out from under you. The culture in which you know how to ‘be’ church is gone, and you 

haven’t yet figured out how to be the church for the new culture in which you find yourselves. But the truth is that 

no one else has, either.” 

Now, hope 

A few months later, the congregation still hasn’t decided on its future. But it is facing its challenges more intention-

ally. It has asked the regional church body to help it as it discerns its future. People are courageous enough to put 

all options on the table, including the possibility that they may be called to close their church. 

Lots of congregations across America are struggling in silence with these same issues. They struggle in silence, 

because they are afraid it is their fault. They worry they haven’t been faithful enough or smart enough. They worry 

there are things they should have done but failed to do. 

You may be one of those congregations. If so, I want you to look me in the eyes. This is not your fault. There is 

nothing about which you should feel ashamed. There are faithful options still available to you, no matter how deep 

the decline has been. With honesty, with prayer and with faith, you can discern that right path forward. 

It’s not your fault. 

Jim Kitchens is a consultant with the Center for Healthy Churches and coordinator of the Center for Healthy 

Churches-West 

 

http://chchurches.org/
http://chchurches.org/


Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2018 Budget Requirement  Averages $1306 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    July     1  -  $1145                           July    29  -  $727 
 
    July     8  -  $1223                      August      5  -  $1614 
                               
    July   15  -  $1621                      August     12  - $1399 
                                    
    July    22  -  $634                       August     19  - $963 
                                                
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up 

with our budget needs—and our spending 

remains frugal and appropriate to our 

situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary 

grace allows us to make a positive impact on 

the world.  Not only can we rest assured that 

normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger 

impact on our world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

Week of Compassion and the children’s “Milk Bottle” 

gifts that help families in the Congo. 

Pregnancy Care Center of Washington 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

Week of September 2 

Psalm 81:5b—16  

SU 1 Corinthians 4:1—13               

M 1 Corinthians 4:14—21              

TU 1 Corinthians 5:1—13              

W 1 Corinthians 6:1—11                

TH 1 Corinthians 6:12—20                

F 1 Corinthians 7:1—24               

SA 1 Corinthians 7:25—40               

 

Week of  September 9  

Psalm 23         

SU John 10:11—21               

M John 10:22—42                

TU John 11:1—16               

W John 11:17—27                

TH John 11:28—37              

F John 11:38—44                

SA John 11:45—57               

 

Week of  September 16  

Psalm 86          

SU    1 Corinthians 8:1—13               

M      1 Corinthians 9:1—27               

TU    1 Corinthians 10:1—22             

W      1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1             

TH    1 Corinthians 11:2—22                

F       1 Corinthians 11:23—26              

SA    1 Corinthians 11:27—34            

 

Week of September 23 

Psalm 22:25—31    

SU       John 12:1—11          

M         John 12:12—19                

TU       John 12:20—26             

W         John 12:27—36a          

TH       John 12:36b—43              

F          John 12:44—50                

SA       John 13:1—11    

 

Week of September 30  

Psalm 88 

SU    1 Corinthians 12:1—11  

M      1 Corinthians  12:12—26  

TU    1 Corinthians  12:27—31  

W      1 Corinthians  13:1—13  

TH    1 Corinthians  14:1—25  

F       1 Corinthians  14:26—40  

SA    1 Corinthians  15:1—11  

 



Scheduled to Serve in  

September 
Elders:   Larry Lagle & Ray Woods          

 

Deacons:  Judy Singleton, Jackie Breeden 

                  Dennis Breeden, Zane Archer 

 

Communion Prep:  The Christie Family 

Greeters: 

September    2:   Eddie Gibson & Dan Shear   

September    9:   Ray & Lavone Woods & Janet       

September  16:   Terry & Stella Kiefer        

September  23:   Dennis & Jackie Breeden  

September  30:   The Mattes Family 

BIRTHDAYS 
 1– Marilyn Lents  

 2—Dennis Solliday  

 5 – Jeff McCabe 

 6 – Pam Lagle 

 9 –Christine Osha 

 9—Larry Lagle  

10 - Barbara Smith  

14 - Kyle Kane 

15 – Gwendolynn Owsley 

15 - Charlotte Gibson  

19 - Larry Gilley  

20 – Zane Charles Archer 

26 – Greg Lundy 

27 – Kathy Merryman 

27 - Gary Smith  

28 – Alan Skomp 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 
29 - Jim & Holly Payton 

    

If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary listed (or 

if its incorrect) please call or email the church office. 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


