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Our next Midweek Messages  
will be mailed and emailed in January. 

January 2022 — Happy New Year !!  “What YOU Can Do in 22” 

Among all the other dynamics of 2021, we’ve seen a great deal of transition in the church office and 
the way we handle church work.  2022 will see some more transition as we hope to settle into a 

successful long term strategy. 

We began 2021 with Pam Lagle providing her excellent attention to all her duties in the office and 
more.  When Pam decided to retire, I assumed some of the tasks  - and some things like newsletters 
and midweeks were being done by Brenda Dunn (primarily from the Princeton Office). Much of the 

financial management has been simplified and streamlined. 

When the Christies moved away, Deb Breeden took over the recording and reporting of weekly 
offerings. She has done an excellent job of getting us all on the same page. 

When we hired Lorri Brookins in the fall, she began to learn some of the old tasks and some of the 
new ones.  In 2022, she will continue her tasks and will take over the newsletter and midweek 

mailings that had been done by Brenda. 

All of these people have served us consistently well and are quite focused on doing excellent work 
for the church.  That is in spite of the fact that most of their work goes unnoticed and perhaps 

unappreciated.  Here’s what YOU can do in 22 to help show you care: 

Have an announcement for Worship or the Newsletter or the Prayer Concerns???  Be sure to put it 
in an email or in writing and send it to the church email or place it on Lorri’s desk—or give her a call 
from 9:30 am to noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays (or leave a message anytime).  Let us know the 

news you want to share—and while you’re at it—tell Lorri that you read what she sent out and 
appreciate it. Take a moment on some Sunday to tell Deb that you appreciate her work—and thank 

Carmen and Chrissy for their work with the technology. 

None of these people are asking for attention or thanks or praise.  Do it because you’re grateful !  
And while you’re at it, express your gratitude to some of the many others whose routine efforts often 

go unnoticed.  Let’s fill 22 with gratitude !! 

John 



*************************** 

CWF  MEETING 

CWF meeting on Tuesday, 

January 4 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

**************************** 

 The Church Board Meeting 

will be on January 11 at  

7:00 p.m. 

 

Looking Ahead *************************************** 
                       VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 
 

********************************************* 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  9:30 a.m. Worship Service  
10:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
  5:00 p.m. Bible Study Sundays  
 

Prayer Concerns  

It seems both healthy and necessary to start the prayer list from a clean slate now and then.  So 
I’m only including items I heard about recently. 

Please feel free to call the office or email or text if you want someone included on the next list. 

 

Larry Gilley was able to join us in Worship lately after recovering from Covid. 

Linda Skomp was also in Worship this month.  She has been at home treating wounds due to 
cellulitis. 

Eddie Gibson fell recently and is recovering slowly. His brother Leroy is not doing well coping with 
Parkinson’s.  

Larry Lagle has been struggling with lower back pain and has Dr. appointments coming up soon.  

Bob Smith has been coping with pain and is getting therapy. 

Anthony Doscher is following up with medical professionals after spending a few days in the 
hospital recently. There are still lingering questions and concerns. Continue to pray for the family.  

Carmen Kane’s mother-in-law is coping with some health issues and is in need of our prayers.  

Larry Lagle’s cousin (in mid 30's) is in congestive heart failure, fluid around heart and a leaky valve, 
she has a 20 month old baby. The Dr's say it is from a virus.  

Larry & Pam’s granddaughter Kathy, who had COVID and was in hospital for over a week early this 
year with lung issues, is still having problems and now heart included.  

We sent $400 in gift cards to help victims of Kentucky tornados.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

Our friends being blessed by the Roots in the Ruins ministry manage daily burdens we cannot 
imagine.  

. 



The Main Course 

Overseasoned is not a good thing for food.  It’s also not all that 
great for Christmas.  As I reflect on my favorite Christmas 

movies, there is something in common.  There’s a miracle on 
that street where Macy’s has their store, and we’re told it’s a 

wonderful life in Bedford Falls.  I’ve seen the story told a dozen 
different ways of the spirits that visited a lost soul to wake 

her/him from a deep dark sleep.   

There’s a couple old movies that feature the song “White Christmas” and a Christmas 
like atmosphere in the one that invites us to meet in St Louie—Louie.  Even the Battle 

of the Bulge was a Christmas movie. 

I’ve enjoyed some considerations of the Santa Clause and thought the Christmas 
Chronicles were worth reviewing.   

What do they have in common?  There’s almost nothing religious in them at all.  Tiny 
Tim praying, “God Bless Us Every One” is about as spiritual as they get in traditional 
terms.  Family, friends, and Santa Claus— maybe just a bit too much for my taste.  

The light hearted, sometimes funny, family adventures that often include some sort of 
holiday “magic” and always ends so warm and fuzzy—maybe they overseason 

Christmas. 

Not that I’m some sort of Grinch or an old curmudgeon who walks around saying “Bah 
Humbug” (well maybe the old curmudgeon part is becoming true). But somewhere in 
the warm and fuzzy we should have a realistic look at the love and sacrifice that is 

necessary for any of it to work. 

There's a risk—a dream—an effort—a commitment—a gift—a price to pay to get all 
that Christmas promises.  We saw it coming from God in the baby born in a manger 
who showed us what grace is and died in the effort.  Most of us have seen it from 

those who raised us—love, commitment and sacrifice—the price for healing broken 
hearts and restoring lost souls and loving us through the dark times. 

It’s not magic—it’s faith. It’s not Santa—it’s God.   

It’s not mistletoe and tinsel—it’s grace. 

Santa and his reindeer and all the festive family adventures add wonderful flavor to 
the darkest month in the year.  They add to it all but they are not the main course.  

They can’t feed hungry souls—they lack the spiritual nutrition that we need. 

To know that God’s love is strong, faithful, enduring, powerful  
and given not only to the “good” little boys and girls—but to us all. 

 

You might say: “John, maybe you should watch other movies”.   

I’ll say, “I think that what I’m looking for can only be found in Worship.”   

And that’s where I have been finding it.  I hope you have too ! 

John 



From Recovery Central:                             January 2022 

 

AS I RECALL (Recovery Central History)    

     As I reflect on the last decade or more, I can describe relationships which explain much of 

the development of Recovery Central (RC):     

2011-12: This is when I became acquainted with Jeremy Peyton while I worked in the RARE 

program (Resisting Addiction w/Recovery Education) in the Daviess Co Security Center.  This led 

me to a new friendship with Pastor Jim Peyton over the next few years.  

2013-15: I was one of a few people engaged in a study of the 12 Steps, corresponding Scriptures 

and the Celebrate Recovery workbook.  By January 2015, we began holding Celebrate Recovery 

meetings on Saturday evenings (6:30 pm) at “The Storehouse” (200 W. Main St.), where Harvest 

Community Fellowship had committed space to serve the community.  

     One of the participants of the Celebrate Recovery study group was Beth Crowe—who 

recently passed away. Beth became the Director of Serenity House. Today, Beth’s sister, Dawn 

Perkins, runs the Serenity House and plays a significant role in REAL Recovery.    

2016-18: These were the years that included Pastor Peyton’s retirement and the transition to 

the ministry of Pastor John Dunn. When John and I met, we quickly discovered we were both 

working with people in work release and were both very familiar with Celebrate Recovery.   

     By 2017, the Saturday night Celebrate Recovery meeting relocated to the CCC basement; the 

name was later changed to “Just As You Are.” By November 2017, RC was established by a 

decision of the CCC Board. In early 2018, our RC leadership team began Mutual Ministry 

training (with the Center for Congregations) to gain new insights and tools for ministry. 

2019-21: Mutual Ministry training was completed by the Fall of 2019 and a matching-funds 

grant (from the Eli Lilly Endowment) was awarded. The first RC budget cycle began in 

December 2019. Recovery Central began hosting Town Halls in February 2020, and by 

November 2020, became heavily involved in a new consortium with other leadership in Daviess 

County. A grant from United Way (aimed at addressing COVID-19 issues) brought vital funding 

in early 2021 for RC and REAL Recovery to improve communication and other aspects of an 

effective Recovery Community. REAL Recovery and RC are also sharing new funding from 

Human Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). This funding began on May 1, 2021 

and will continue over a four-year cycle.         

     Much of this experience in 2021 has been like drinking water from a fire hose.  While much 

is left out of this one-page summary, one very important element of this history is the devotion 

of Marilyn and Kaitlyn Mattes who began supporting recovery meetings by providing childcare 

services. Tragically, Marilyn and Kaitlyn died together in a car accident just as RC was getting 

started in November of 2017. This is a sobering reality in more ways than one.  We have a new 

opportunity to exercise our concerns for over-doses, removal of children from parents and other 

horrifying effects of this public health crisis. This is not a matter of what we can or should do, 

but a matter of participation in ministry which God alone can do!   

                 Blessings for the New Year, 

             Daniel                   



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2021 Budget Requirement  Averages $1706 

Weekly  
 

     Tithes & Offerings 
  November 28 - $ 760   
    
  December 5 - $1,816  
 
  December 12 - $ 991 
 
  December 19 - $6,200  
   
                           
                                           
             We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Lorri’s Lit’l Notes 

What is the C.A.R.E. Program?  

C.A.R.E. is designed for people in active 
recovery from substance misuse, particularly 

after incarceration. C.A.R.E. stands for 
“Connecting Associates with Resources and 

Empowerment.” C.A.R.E. helps people make 
progress toward their life goals through 

supportive relationships, practical assistance 
and connections to community resources. 

Participants in this program are called 
“Associates” to show that they are part of a 

team. Associates partner with a CARE Team 
of 3-5 people who walk alongside Associates 

and their families on a path toward lasting 
change. CARE Team members are called 

“Advocates.” An “advocate” is someone who 
believes in someone and helps to advance 

their cause. As Associates work toward their 
goals, Advocates offer encouragement, 
guidance and support. The time frame is 

different for each Associate, but in general 
CARE Teams may work with Associates for 

12 to 24 months. Taking time to build 
trusting relationships is very important. 

Recovering from drugs and alcohol as well as 
dealing with life after incarceration can be a 

difficult and lengthy journey. For people who 
are ready to work for a better situation for 
themselves and their family, C.A.R.E. can 

help take the next steps. 

We have spent hours with a special 
consultant working on and configuring the 
infrastructure of our C.A.R.E. Team. We 

have worked with this special consultant on 
every aspect of our C.A.R.E Team manual, 

clear down to the language we use. As a 
C.A.R.E Team member I can personally tell 
everyone that we take great pride in what we 

are doing and we are only trying to help 
others live a very positive, self-driven, and 

sober life. 

We are currently in the process of getting 
everything in order to speak with the sheriff, 

Gary Allison about our C.A.R.E. Team 
working with the Journey Home Program 

that is beginning in January of 2022.  

Thank you very much, 

Lorri Brookins 

We recently received this letter from Bedford Camp 

and Conference Center: 

I am writing to you on behalf of myself and the Camp 

Revitalization Committee.  We are writing to express our 

appreciation for your important contributions to our 

efforts to improve and maintain our camp, and to update 

you on our progress.  In 2021, we made some incredible 

changes which were possible because of support from 

groups like you. 

In 2021, we put new windows in the Overlook Lodge, 

revamped the pool, totally remodeled the cabins and 

added HVAC to them, installed a luxurious new floor in 

the basement of the Overlook Lodge, rebuilt the 

amphitheater and fire pit, upgraded the playground and 

landscaping, installed five RV hookups, and of course, 

constructed two new buildings, the Old Hearth Lodge 

and the Cottage in the Woods.  Soon we will be installing 

our limestone recognition wall near the Old Hearth 

Lodge, honoring the people who have made the upgrades 

to the camp possible. 

Thank you again for making the individual dreams of 

our campers into a shared reality.  Camp Bedford is 

flying high again, and things are only going to get better!  

You are a part of this process, and we appreciate you. 

 

Chuck Bair 

Manager, Bedford Camp and Conference Center 



Scheduled to Serve in  

January    
Elders:  Debbie Breeden & Larry Mattes 

           

Deacons:  Direction will be given as to 

communion and offering.                  

   

Greeters: 

In order to practice social distancing, we will 

not have greeters nor hand out bulletins until 

further notice.  

    

BIRTHDAYS 

15 - Judy Singleton 

18 - Dan Sherar   

19 - April Breeden 

28 - Renee Doscher  

29 - Lisa Bland  

31 - Benjamin Tucker Woods 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 - Jim and Carolyn Mangin 

 9 - Josh and Katie Snow  

11 - Lon & Ranita McMurtrey  

  

 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary 

listed (or if its incorrect)  

please call or email the church office. 

 

centralchristiandoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


