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will be mailed and emailed in February. 

February 2022 — “What YOU Can Do in 22” 

When Linda Skomp passed away, this church rose up and decided how to help the family very 
quickly.  Helping them helped us—yet we all still grieve. 

When I called early on a Sunday morning with the news that I was isolating in case I had Covid, 
Larry Mattes, and Rev Sherar, and Carmen and Ben and others all responded right away to help 

create a powerfully meaningful hymn sing that morning in my absence. 

We have to be honest.  As a group, we aren't young anymore.  In fact, we seem to have a difficult 
time staying healthy too.  We don’t have the energy and often the energy we do have is spent on 

caring for our immediate families and recovering from our own illnesses and injuries. 

But when it comes to our priorities—like 1) caring for one another in times of grief—and 2) our 
Worship Life—well we still rise and shine.  God continues to be gracious to us in those ways. 

We miss some of the fun and fellowship.  Every time it seems that we will step up our 
congregational gatherings, there’s another good reason to wait… again.  But we are now hoping for 

the spring… 

Your generosity inspired by God’s faithfulness is keeping us stable financially—and we still find 
ways to give above and beyond as we did for the Kentucky tornado victims and our friends at Roots 

in the Ruins. 

As the Apostle Paul said it in 2 Corinthians 4: 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness, ”made his light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in jars 
of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on 

every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed... 

 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day.  

John 



*************************** 

CWF  MEETING 

CWF meeting on Tuesday, 

February 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

**************************** 

 The next Church Board 

Meeting will be on March 15 at  

7:00 p.m. 

 

Looking Ahead *************************************** 
                       VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 
 

********************************************* 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  9:30 a.m. Worship Service  
10:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
  5:00 p.m. Bible Study Sundays  
 

Prayer Concerns  

It seems both healthy and necessary to start the prayer list from a clean slate now and then.  So 
I’m only including items I heard about recently. 

Please feel free to call the office or email or text if you want someone included on the next list. 

Linda Skomp suddenly passed away on January 16th. Please pray for the family at 
this time. 

Cindy McCabe’s Aunt, Jean Bultman, who is 92, is battling cancer and starting 
chemo treatments for 12 weeks. 

Eddie Gibson fell recently and is recovering slowly. His brother Leroy is not doing 
well coping with Parkinson’s.  

Larry Lagle has been struggling with lower back pain and has Dr. appointments 
coming up soon.  

Anthony Doscher is following up with medical professionals . There are still lingering 
questions and concerns. Continue to pray for the family.  

Carmen Kane’s mother-in-law is coping with some health issues and is in need of our 
prayers.  

Larry Lagle’s cousin (in mid 30's) is in congestive heart failure, fluid around heart and 
a leaky valve, she has a 20 month old baby. The Dr's say it is from a virus.  

Larry & Pam’s granddaughter Kathy, who had COVID and was in hospital for over a 
week early this year with lung issues, is still having problems and now heart included.  

Our friends being blessed by the Roots in the Ruins ministry manage burdens we 
can’t imagine.  



The New Abnormal... 

New coronavirus cases leaped in Indiana in the week ending Sunday, January 16 rising 

16.8% as 96,454 cases were reported. The previous week had 82,569 new cases of the virus.   

Gibson County reported 670 cases and zero deaths in the latest week. A week earlier, it had 

reported 400 cases and four deaths. Throughout the pandemic it has reported 8,844 cases 

and 125 deaths. Within Indiana, the worst weekly outbreaks on a per-person basis were in 

Vanderburgh County with 2,160 cases per 100,000 per week; Gibson County with 1,991; and 

Tippecanoe County with 1,927. The Centers for Disease Control says high levels of 

community transmission begin at 100 cases per 100,000 per week.  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/vanderburgh-county-s-covid-cases-up-52-1-indiana-cases-surge-16-8/ar-AASU14t?ocid=msedgntp 

 

There remains a battle between the vaxxers and the anti-vaxxers with a lot of people 

confused or indifferent in between.  We got where we are because some were vaccinated—and 

some were not—and some took great caution and some did not.  And the reality that now seems to 

exist can even lull you into a stupor. 

 

For about 3 days in mid January, I had symptoms that were much like but milder than what I 

experienced in January of 2021 when I had Covid. (extreme fatigue, appetite loss and more) By the 

time I decided that I should be tested, it would have been too late to get results that I trusted by 

Sunday.  I notified church leadership and Brenda and I decided to isolate.  I was still a little impacted 

on Sunday but now feel much like the normal so-so that I generally feel.  Not too bad for the shape 

I’m in—is the way some people put it. 

 

I began writing this on Tuesday morning but after noon I received word that my Covid test 

was negative.  It just adds to the abnormal.   

 

We ask ourselves: Is THIS my usual sinus/allergy/yucky stuff going on?  Is it a cold or maybe 

the flu?  Does it matter?  I’m still among those who thinks it matters and we need to know before we 

gather in a public setting especially in a small area.  I almost felt good enough that Sunday to try to 

go ahead and attend Worship.  I almost decided to go to Washington and hope I got back to see if I 

could manage Princeton too.  After deciding not to go to Washington, I almost decided to go ahead 

with Princeton. I was in that stupor for a moment… duhhhhhh 

 

Frankly, I have complained so many times about people being wreckless with Covid that I 

couldn’t risk it.  Then I thought of the people by name who I might put at risk—and I chose to stay 

home.  It didn’t feel brave or courageous—it felt weak—but it also felt smart and caring.  The new 

abnormal.  It’s not just about how we may feel physically at the moment—or our social or political 

beliefs on the matter—it’s about doing what we can to keep other people as safe as possible. 

 

We don’t want to pass along Covid to anyone.  We also don’t want to pass along a bad cold 

or the flu.  Last year’s flu season was incredibly mild because so few people were out and about in 

direct social contact.  I hope you don’t have to deal with any of these ailments this year—and that 

the people around you help keep you safe. 

John  



From Recovery Central:                            February 2022 

PASSIVE ACCEPTANCE or ACTIVE CARE?    

      “Those in the church would do well to attend recovery services, recognizing their 

own brokenness, and allowing that brokenness to be the common ground.”   
           -- Mark A. Hicks, D. Min. (Methodist Pastor) 

     Here at Central Christian Church, we probably need to voice our thoughts on this statement. 

Do we take offense? Is Pastor Hicks saying the right thing in the wrong way? Is this an 

inaccurate stereotype of the Church? We need this discussion at CCC.  

     While I have not digested all 160 pages of his doctoral thesis, I have tried to understand his 

distinction between “passive acceptance” and “active care.” Pastor Hicks describes “passive 

acceptance” as being “non-condemning to those with “self-inflicted wounds.” This is in contrast to “active 

care,” which is “. . . church [as] a place of healing and recovery.” While some congregations do 

not condemn those who are divorced, or struggling with chemical addiction, alcoholism or 

mental illness, this is not the same as creating a place of healing and recovery. 

     This discussion has nothing to do with any congregation in particular, as it is observed 

broadly throughout American church culture. In the 2007 publication of research from The 

Barna Group, researchers David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons state, “Christianity has an image 

problem” (p. 11). Their research goes on to show how those outside the church and even those 

within the church describe the church, to various degrees as: judgmental, hypocritical, out of 

touch with reality, insensitive to others, among other negative descriptors (p. 28). 

(SOURCE:  Kinnaman, David and Gabe Lyons. Unchristian. Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2007)   

     Pastor Hicks goes on to say: “Given the issues of stigma within the church culture, it may be 

tempting to relegate recovery ministry to a fringe social ministry. Recovery ministry, however, 

is more theologically sound when it is an integrated specialty ministry of the church.” This is a 

discussion which will actually take years for us to understand and experience as a congregation. 

In the meantime, we can continue to increase our understanding of Mutual Ministry: ministry 

“with” others who can bring new assets to our efforts and help us discover more about the 

wealth we share in the abundance of God’s realm.      

            Blessings! 

            Daniel   

                



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2022 Budget Requirement  Averages  

$1677 Weekly  
 

     Tithes & Offerings 
   
  December 27 - $ 1,720   
    
  January 3- $1,865 
 
  January 10 - $ 860 
 
  January 17 - $760 
   
  January 24 - $1,230 
                           
 We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Lorri’s Lit’l Notes 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope our monthly newsletter finds you all 

well. This month Recovery Central is 

continuing to concentrate on our CRAFT 

Program and our C.A.R.E. Team. CRAFT 

seems to be building quite an audience, 

which means we are reaching family 

members of past or present substance use 

disorders. Again, we invite you to join 

Daniel and others every Tuesday evening 

@ 6:30 pm. You can join in person here at 

the church or let Daniel or I know your 

email address and we will send you a zoom 

link to join.  

Our C.A.R.E. Team is still waiting to speak 

with the sheriff Gary Allison because the 

Journey Home Program is behind and 

getting a slow start. We are ready and 

waiting to hear back from him. We have 

built a formidable infrastructure for our 

C.A.R.E. Teams. I will be at the meeting 

this Thursday and I am open for any 

questions anyone may have about what we 

can and cannot provide for individuals at 

this time.  

The last thing I would like to talk about is 

how honored I am to be a part of this 

church family. Last week we suddenly lost 

our friend Linda Skomp and what I 

witnessed last Tuesday brought tears to 

my eyes. Our amazing church family came 

together and made sure the family had 

snacks, drinks, deli trays, and more for the 

services in 30 minutes, truly 30 minutes. I 

say thank you to you all for accepting me in 

and allowing me to see that there is still so 

much good in this world. 

Sincerely, 

Lorri  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Each year in February, congregations across 

the United States and Canada collect a special 
offering for Week of Compassion. While many 
congregations choose to collect their offering 
during this designated week, the offering truly 
supports the work of this ministry throughout 

the whole year!  Funds received through the 
offering allow the Church to respond to 

disaster when it occurs, enabling Week of 
Compassion to immediately provide grants for 
urgent needs like emergency supplies, water 

and food. Special Offering is a time when 
congregations come together to lift up and 

celebrate this important work that we do 
together.    



Scheduled to Serve in  

February   
Elders:  Larry Lagle & Dan Renneker 

           

Deacons:  Direction will be given as to 

communion and offering.  

 

Junior Deacons:  Our Junior Deacons will be 

taking offering plates around on the first 

Sunday of every month for our Roots in the 

Ruins collection.               

   

Greeters: 

In order to practice social distancing, we will 

not have greeters nor hand out bulletins until 

further notice.  

BIRTHDAYS 

11 – Mike Singleton 

15 – Jadon James Payton 

26 – Dan Renneker 

28 – Helen Gibson 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  3 – Mike and Judy Singleton 

 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary 

listed (or if its incorrect)  

please call or email the church office. 

 

centralchristiandoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


