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In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII reformed the calendar and included much of the ancient Roman 

calendar.  Gregory added the month that had been named by the Romans to honor Caesar 

Augustus.  So the 8th month is named August.  It’s short for “augustus” which in Latin 

meant… “Stupid hot and humid”. 

No that’s not it.  The Latin word “augustus” means venerable, noble, and majestic. The pope 

added the Roman months of July for Julius Caesar and August for Caesar Augustus to a 

prior 10 month calendar.  This is why September—which starts with sept for 7th… is no 

longer the 7th month.  The same is true for October (oct = 8th), November for 9th and 

December for 10th. 

I guess the pope must have wanted to curry the favors of ancient Romans so much that he 

messed up the rest of the calendar. 

I always remembered August as the hottest of the summer months though July seems to be 

worse in most years.  I suppose it’s a great example of how just because we remember 

something one way does not mean that’s the way it actually happened. 

People’s minds play tricks on them and they often remember more of what they wanted the 

past to be like than it actually was.  That seems to be true even without some organized 

effort to “revise” history by omitting some events and “re-interpreting others”.  Or as the 

Pope seemed to do in 1582, we just make it up as we go.  But some historical facts need to 

remain etched in our memories… the American Civil War, the Holocaust, the Great 

Depression and the Great Wars, the attack by Al Qaeda on 9/11/01 as well as domestic 

attacks on Oklahoma City in 1995 and the domestic attack on the Capitol Building in 2021. 

Politics and views change but let’s keep the history straight.  Each event has something to 

teach us—if we remember them correctly.  Stay inside in August and review our history.  We 

still have a lot to learn!                                                                   John 



*************************** 

CWF  MEETING 

 

Ladies Tea 

Sunday, August 15 

3 to 5 pm 
 

**************************** 

Looking Ahead *************************************** 
                       VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 
 

********************************************* 

        

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 
  9:30 a.m. Worship Service  
10:45 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
  5:00 p.m. Bible Study Sundays  
 

Mark your Calendars for the  
August 15 Ladies Tea! 

 
 

Prayer Concerns  

Janet Hendricks, friend of the McCabe’s, is having surgery on August 5 in Louisville for a small brain 
tumor. 

Bob Smith is being evaluated for possible neck surgery. 

Larry Lagle is undergoing some tests and we pray for continued progress 

Pam Lagle's extended family have a variety of struggles.  

Brenda Dunn’s Mother— is home having some difficulties with ongoing heart issues  

Terry Kiefer continues to manage Parkinson’s and back problems; Stell is coping with migraines.  

Linda Skomp is home recovering from surgery and treatments 

Dennis Breeden continues to work on pain management and fatigue issues.  

Deb Folsom and her husband Bob are coping with multiple health issues. Deb’s niece, Tracy 
Hazelwood, has breast cancer.  

Richard O. Pray for progress with his eyesight.  

Ray Woods Continue prayers for healing of skin cancer surgery  

Michael Heshelman (Guillain-Barré syndrome) UPDATE: Is home making progress  

Leroy Gibson (Eddie’s brother) not doing well coping with Parkinson’s  

Joyce Sparks - your prayers for healing are appreciated  

Rev Dunn’s sister-in-law is recovering from surgery and has moved from the hospital to several 
weeks of residential rehab. 

Our friends being blessed by the Roots in the Ruins ministry manage daily burdens we cannot 
imagine.  Please pray for them 



Maybe? 
 

After sharing a recent message about Paul’s focus on freedom in 
Galatians, I had a conversation of sorts with an out of town visitor.  

If you want the truth, it turned out to be more of a lecture. 
 

He had what I consider to be the understandable concerns about 
freedom.  Surely there must be lines—we can’t just accept anything 

anyone does—and so forth. 
 

But soon it became that authoritarian approach that Christianity has been so good at  
for so long with a list of what is wrong with these people and those people.  After he  
insisted that we can’t just “condone” what “those people” are doing, I said something 
about it not being my job to condemn or condone and began my efforts to walk away. 

 

Honestly, I was about to say something like: ‘What makes you think you have the right 
to speak to me in that tone of voice?”  But I still have enough filtering left to keep me 

from always saying what’s on my mind. (It’s wearing thin) 
 

Ultimately, I think Paul’s concept of freedom is meant to tell us that we don’t have any 
business stepping in between an individual and God’s love for that individual.  While  
we have some responsibility about managing human behavior, we need be careful 

when we start talking as if other people have to pass a list of qualifications to be loved 
by God.  You or I—in our humanity—may not love some people who engage in certain 

behavior.  But we must not claim that God doesn't love those whom we dismiss. 
 

It’s sad enough that most of organized Christianity treats women as second class  
members and refuses to support their gifts as leaders, preachers and teachers.  But 
some are so afraid of human freedom that they have a list of mandatory beliefs, a  

longer list of restricted behaviors, and other tests that you have to pass to be  
considered worthy of being included among them. 

 

Various expressions of Christianity today think it’s the church’s business to make  
individual decisions about who to love, how to live your sex life, whether it’s ok to use 
birth control, AND some will even refuse to welcome you to the Lord’s Table because 

you voted for someone the “church” does not support. 
 

Maybe we should just focus on stopping people from harming innocent victims—and 
helping the wounded to find healing.  Maybe we should just try to make sure the  

hungry are fed.  Maybe we should help people understand God’s love for them and  
their neighbor.   Criticizing and condemning people who are not at all accountable to  
us for their choices is not effective and makes no sense.  Showering God’s grace on 

them may not make sense either—but it will change the world. 
 

John 



From Recovery Central:                August 2021  

 

DIRECTING RECOVERY CENTRAL  

 

     There may appear to be opportunity, with Recovery Central, for one person to use this new 

platform to establish his or her own unique philosophy of recovery.   Just as it is possible for 

people to interpret any ministry as the specific business of one preacher, so can Recovery 

Central become the design of one person rather than a ministry given fully to God’s wisdom  

and power.  How do we overcome the human tendencies to concoct Church programs  

according to earthly ideas and resources?   

     My suggestion—but not really my idea—is the involvement of Church leaders in practices of 

accountability and transparency.  Some might read this as the critical moment when Daniel is 

dumb enough to succumb to a group of leaders who preside over Recovery Central.  Another 

interpretation is that people are not comfortable getting involved in Recovery Central; so they 

rationalize their way out of holding Daniel accountable.  How else might we explain the danger 

of letting Recovery Central become an earthly program rather than a true element of God’s 

Kingdom?    

     We might be distorting God’s plan for Recovery Central when we explain the timing of the 

county-wide consortium around Recovery Central as “a coincidence.”  Suppose there is a fear of 

someone using the idea that “this ministry was established by God” as a tactic to guilt people 

into volunteering their time to it.  We might also reason that we do trust God more than we 

trust another human being.  How then can we be sure to give ourselves to God before giving 

ourselves to people?            

      Hmmm, now this is a hmmm dinger!                

  

       For the glory of God,  

       Daniel     



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2021 Budget Requirement  Averages $1706 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
   

   June 27 - $ 1,770      
   
       July  4 - $ 1,805 
 
   July 11 - $ 1,000 
                                                                              
       July 18 - $ 1,040 
                
       July 25 - $ 915 
                                                                             
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

“Woman of God Wonderfully Made”  

You are invited 

 
Please join us as we grow in our understanding of how each of 

us is created in Christ Jesus. 
 

Event:   LADIES AFTERNOON TEA 
 
Place:   Central Christian Church 
   10 W Van Trees St 
   Washington, IN  47501 
 
Date:  Sunday, August 15, 2021 
 
Time:  3:00 - 5:00 p.m.   812-698-2647 RSVP 
 
For more information:  Speaker:  Rev. Cheryl Thorne 
       Pianist:  Roselynn Grubbs 
 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

We currently have $212 in our Milk Bottle Fund for 

Roots in the Ruins.  With August 1 being the 1st Sunday 

in the new month let’s focus our generosity on that 

special ministry, so we can send them $300 next week.  

 

So our goal is $88! 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

 

Week of August 1 

Psalm 78:9—32 

SU   John 6:22—40                                          

M     John 6:41—46                                       

TU   John 6:47—51                               

W     John 6:52—59                                         

TH   John 6:60—71                                       

F      John 7:1—9                                      

SA   John 7:10—24                                        

 

Week of August 8 

Psalm 38 

SU   Ezekiel 17:22—24                                         

M     Ezekiel 18:1—9                                         

TU   Ezekiel 18:25—32                                      

W     Ezekiel 33:1—20                                       

TH   Ezekiel 34 :11—24                                       

F      Ezekiel 36:22—28                                        

SA   Ezekiel 37:1—14  

 

Week of August 15     

Psalm 51:10—19 

SU   John 7:25—31                                   

M     John 7:32—36                                        

TU   John 7:37—39                                      

W     John 7:40—53                                 

TH   John 8:1—11                                     

F      John 8:12—20                                        

SA   John 8:21—30           

                        

Week of August 22 

Psalm 69:13—18 

SU  1 Cor 1:1—9 

M    1 Cor 1:10—17 

TU  1 Cor 1:18—31 

W    1 Cor 2:1—5 

TH  1 Cor 2:6—16 

F     1 Cor 3:1—15 

SA  1 Cor 3:16—23 

 

 

  



Scheduled to Serve in  

August  

      
Elders:  Debbie Breeden & Larry Mattes 

           

Deacons:  Direction will be given as to 

communion and offering.                  

   

Greeters: 

In order to practice social distancing, we will 

not have greeters nor hand out bulletins until 

further notice.  

BIRTHDAYS 

 1 – Dakota D Mattes 

 1 – Andrew T Woods 

 3 – De Odell 

 9 – Jacqueline Breeden 

10 – Bill Lundy 

11 – Ranita McMurtrey 

13 – Vanessa Christie Kleinschmidt 

15 – Holly Payton 

29 – Ellen Sherar  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

4 – Carol and Marilyn Lents 

 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary 

listed (or if its incorrect)  

please call or email the church office. 

 

centralchristiandoc@gmail.com 
 

 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


