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                                       From Recovery Central: 

In his book, Toxic Charity, author Robert Lupton quotes Jacques Ellul who stated:  “It is 
important that giving be truly free.  It must never degenerate into charity, in the pejorative 
sense.  Almsgiving is Mammon’s perversion of giving.  It affirms the superiority of the giver, 
who thus gains a point on the recipient, binds him, demands gratitude, humiliates him and 
reduces him to a lower state than he had before.”  Without insisting that every act of 
“almsgiving” is to be renounced, we have an opportunity to take this quotation, and further 
discussion in Lupton’s book, into a new dialogue which can lead to greater effectiveness in 
volunteer service in our local community.  

In fact, last September, a gathering of volunteers from Daviess and Knox Counties came 
together at the Eastside Park in Washington to host an all-day workshop with Robert Lupton in 
person.  There, we became very enthusiastic about re-evaluating our own charities, and 
making our practices more empowering for those we serve.  We began to see the importance 
of community service which steers away from services that shame people, or create 

monotonous patterns of entitlement.  

For Recovery Central, the need is not necessarily a matter of donations and volunteers.  The 
greater priority is in our awareness of critical distinctions between “doing for” and “doing 
with.”  Recovery Central is an opportunity to shift the dialogue away from charity toward a 
richer community experience; at a deeper level of listening, understanding and working more 
effectively with each other.                                                        Rev. Dan Sherar 



 

CWF  MEETING 

Tuesday July 3rd @7:00pm 
 

CHURCH BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday July 10th @7:30pm 

 

CCC WORK DAY 

Saturday July14 @8am 

 

5TH SUNDAY LUCHEON 

Sunday July 29th  

Following Worship Service 

In the Fellowship Hall 

Please bring a main or side dish 

and/or dessert.  

Church will provide plates, 

tableware and drinks. 

Join us in this time of fellowship 

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  
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Calendar of Events 
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                VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

http://www.centralchristiandoc.org 

 

Please check our updated WEB page.  

 

  For Reverend Dunn’s messages click  

  YouTube link.   
 

********************************************* 

 
     

 
          

 

 90th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION  

    The 90th Celebration was such a 

success.  We had an attendance of 102. 

    The service was a blessing to us all, 

we all was touched by the video Alan & 

Sally created.  It will be on our Web 

site soon.    

    The catered luncheon that followed 

was a room full of friendship and fel-

lowship.  It was great to catch up with 

old friends and met some new ones.   

    CCC wants  to thank everyone who 

helped plan the Celebration.   

   

THANK YOU ALL SO VERY MUCH 

    



 

 

 
 A great deal of what we talk about in church 

—and especially in worship and  

Bible studies—assumes that what we read 

in Scripture can be applied to other, more 

current situations. 

 

It becomes analogy or metaphor. 

 

The concept of “Crossing the River Jordan” can translate to many “transitions” or crossings in life.  It can refer 
to any time that anyone moves from here—to—there, especially if a person believes that it is a move that God 
invites them to make.  I suppose it could even refer to moves that we simply must make because there’s no 
turning back. 

 

So moving from high school to college or full time work—or from single life to married life—sometimes from 
married life back to single life—or from working life to retired life—and even the move from this life to the next.  
They can all be considered “crossing the Jordan”. 

 

The same can be translated into changes in the family—married life to parenting—parenting to empty 
nesting— from an apartment to a house and then later back to a condo or apartment—and so forth 

 

We can also talk about the moves that congregations are often called to make. 

 

In Worship, we’ve listened to a youth choir singing a song on the topic.  One of the stanzas reflects on the 
journey after the crossing.  “Not so long ago, we were over there, knowing it was deep and wide.  Standing on 
the banks of the Jordan—looking to the other side.” 

 

The song seems to celebrate the fact that God brought us safely through the crossing.  We look back and 
give thanks at what we were able to accomplish thanks to God’s inspiration and encouraging presence. 

 

This is different from what seemed to happen after Israel crossed the Red Sea in its Exodus.  There were 
celebrations at first, but soon people began to look back whenever life became challenging.  They murmured, 
griped, complained—longing for life in the past—wishing they could somehow “go back to those easier days” 
- somehow forgetting that the  “good-ole days” were not nearly as good as they seem to be imagining.  And 
certainly ignoring the fact that you cannot go back—no matter how much you wish you could. 

 

It’s a difficult challenge in life—at so many crossings.  We can look back with gratitude that God had brought 
us this far—or we can become afraid, difficult, divisive, and wish that somehow we can go back.  But the 
journey is always forward.  We just hope and pray that we can see clear signs of the direction in which we are 
called to move.  That seems to be the real work of the church—discover the direction—and start moving—
together. 

       John 



  
           

    

               

Mutual Ministry 

You may have been hearing about Mutual Ministry and might be won-

dering what it is all about.  An enthusiastic group has started meeting im-

mediately after church to discuss mutual ministry.  Everyone is welcome to 

join us! 

The Congregational Board voted to pursue obtaining a Community 

Ministry Grant with the Center for Congregations. Pastor John submitted 

an application and Central Christian was chosen to participate!   

This will be about an 18 month endeavor. We will start by listening to 

each other and discovering the talents, passions, and assets of each member 

of the congregation and of the congregation as a whole. Then we will explore 

the assets of the community with which we wish to do mutual ministry. Fi-

nally we will use the assets of both the congregation and the chosen commu-

nity to develop an action plan and the plan will be implemented.  We are 

considering looking at distressed families as our broad chosen community.  

Then we would narrow it down to a specific mutual ministry.  Examples of 

possible chosen communities are the recovery community, the mental health 

community, children with parents in the penal system, families facing the 

legal/judicial system, families facing nutritional insecurity or housing inse-

curity, etc.  The chosen community would be developed from the broad lis-

tening done in the congregation and the community. 

Mutual Ministry is a commitment to work with not for the people the 

congregation wishes to serve. It is not charity. When we provide a service to 

someone in need, such as clothing or a meal, this is charity.  It may be just 

what is needed, but mutual community ministry is something different.  

Mutual ministry is also different from evangelism. Evangelism is an im-

portant part of church life, but it is not mutual community ministry.   

The goal of mutual community ministry is to make the chosen commu-

nity a healthier place to live.  When people see that as a result of our mutu-

al ministry we are passionate, excited and alive in Christ, they may be at-

tracted to our church, but the goal of mutual community ministry is not to 

raise church attendance.  The goal of mutual community ministry is to de-

velop a reciprocal relationship with the chosen community.  Mutual commu-

nity ministry is an asset-based approach which builds on one another’s tal-

ents and dreams. It involves collaboration and is grounded in developing 

friendships that will lead to new alliances with the chosen community. 



Our Stewardship Answers God’s Call to our Mission  

2018 Budget Requirement  Averages $1306 Weekly  

 
             Tithes & Offerings 
 
    May    6  -  $1171                            June    3  -  $1353 
 
    May   13  - $1678                            June  10  -  $1812 
                         
    May   20  - $1031                            June  17  -  $1245 
                                    
    May   27  - $1303                           June  24  -  $1186 
                                                
                   We celebrate every dollar as a witness 

to the love and grace of God at work among us. 

Financial Highlights 

Your generous giving continues to keep up 

with our budget needs—and our spending 

remains frugal and appropriate to our 

situation.   

 

Your faithful giving and God’s extraordinary 

grace allows us to make a positive impact on 

the world.  Not only can we rest assured that 

normal expenses are managed well, but we can 

look at opportunities to make an even bigger 

impact on our world. 

 

Thank you for that great sign of life among us! 

We also received generous contributions in recent 

weeks for special ministries like: 

Pentecost Offering, the Powerhouse,  Week of 

Compassion and the children’s “Milk Bottle” gifts that 

help families in the Congo. 

Scripture Readings: 

Looking for inspiration? 

Week of July 1 

 

Psalm 42    

SU John 3:22-30             

M John 3:31—36            

TU John 4:1—15            

W John 4:16—26              

TH John 4:27—30              

F John 4:31—42             

SA John 4:43—54             

 

Week of  July 8 

 

Psalm 103:15—22       

SU Jeremiah 14:19—22             

M Jeremiah 15:10—21              

TU Jeremiah 17:5—13             

W Jeremiah 18:1—11              

TH Jeremiah 20:7—13              

F Jeremiah 22:13—17              

SA Jeremiah 23:1—6              

 

Week of  July 15  

   

Psalm 36         

SU John 5:1—9a              

M John 5:9b—18             

TU John 5:19—29           

W John 5:30—38            

TH John 5:39—47              

F John 6:1—15            

SA John 6:16—21          

 

Week of July 22  

   

Psalm 33:1—12     

SU       Jeremiah 28:5—9        

M         Jeremiah 29:1—9              

TU       Jeremiah 31:1—14           

W         Jeremiah 31:27—34        

TH       Jeremiah 33:14—16            

F          Lamentations 3:19—33              

SA        Ezekiel 2:1—5  

 

Week of July 29     

 

Psalm 78:9—32  

SU       John 6:22—40  

M         John 6:41—46  

TU       John 6:47—51  

W         John 6:52—59  

TH       John 6:60—71  

F          John 7:1—9  

SA       John 7:10—24  

 



Scheduled to Serve in  

 
Elders:   Dan Sherar & Larry Mattes          

 

Deacons:  Sam Mattes, Carmen Kane 

                  Lisa Bland, Judy Singleton   

 

Communion Prep:  Norma Arvin & Dan Renneker 

Greeters: 

July     1:   Dennis & Jackie Breeden   

July     8:   The Mattes Family       

July   15:   Anthony & Renee Doscher        

July   22:   Richard Overton & Dan Renneker 

July   29:   Bob & Barbara Smith     

BIRTHDAYS 
 4 -  Matthew Lemmon      

 6 -  Vaughn Woods  

15 – Nevaeh Mattes 

17 - Wilma Osha  

18 – Debra Folsom   

20 - Sarah (Mattes) Stuckey 

21- Jonathan R. Doscher 

26 – Ashley Christie   

27 - Greg Smith 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 11 – Matthew and Ashley Christie   

 16 -  Matthew and Amanda Lemmon  

 
 

If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary listed (or 

if its incorrect) please call or email the church office. 

Central Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
10 W. Van Trees Street   
Washington, IN  47501


